e 


= 


~~ + 


-— “s 


ee eee we 


n- 
ad 
of 


y - 
he 


1g - 
, 


he 


er. 
ed. 
ant 


ib- 
nd 
ion 
ind 
the 
)in 
yall 


in 
ted 
ity, 
jon 
ted 


” 


ent 


s of 
red 
18, 


yust 


aria ae 


+ gine eet 


LC NeCwA 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


297H Concress, Ist Session. 


‘6, 1827, until said treaty stipulation shall cease 
«by virtue of the notice provided for in the 2d 
article of the last-mentioned treaty,’ and insert 
‘operate upon British subjects, or to deprive Great | 
Britain of any of the rights and privileges now 
existing and acquired by the treaty of October 
9), 1818, and continued im force by the treaty of 
August 6, 1827.’ ”’ 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MeCLELLAND moved the following 
amendment to the amendment, which was rejected: 
« Provided, That nothing in this act contained 
‘ shall be construed so as to operate on any subject 
‘ or subjects of Great Britain, or their effects: .dnd 
‘ provided, further, That nothing herein contained 
«shall be understood or considered as waiving or 
‘impairing any of the rights or claims of the Uni- 
‘ted States to said territory or any part thereof.”’ 
Which amendment was rejected. 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Vinton, by striking out the words 
‘and this act,’? to the words “altered and re- 
pealed.”’ Rejected. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Vinton 
was then taken, (by tellers,) and by ayes 79, noes 
98, was rejected. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the section 
after the word ** mountains,’” by adding * north of 
the 42d degree ef north latitude, and south of 54° 
40' north latitude.’’ 

Which amendment, by ayes 60, noes 70, was 
rejected. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved _ the 
amendment; which was rejected: 
Strike out the words *‘ that portion of,’’ begin- 
ning in the fifth line, and also the words “ of the 
United States,’’ in the sixth line, and after the 
word ** all,” in the fifth line, insert the words *‘ the 

citizens of the United States in.”’ 


Mr. HOUGH moved to amend the section, by 
striking out the words ‘‘all that portion of.’’ Re- 
jected. 


Mr. DARGAN moved to amend, by inserting 
after the word ‘ applicable,’’ in the fourth line of 
the first section, the words “‘ as they now exist.”’ 
Agreed to. 


Mr. WOOD moved the following modified sub- 
stitute for the first section: 

‘** That the jurisdiction of the supreme court of 
‘the Territory of Iowa, and the laws of the said 
‘Territory, (as far as they are applicable,) are 
‘hereby extended over the territory of Oregon, so 
‘called, lying west of the Rocky Mountains, and 
to all persons whatever therein; and also, to that 
— of the intermediate country west of the 
‘Missouri river, and between the 40th and 43d de- , 
‘grees of north latitude, not included in any other 
‘State or Territory; and that, from and after the 
‘ passing of this act, all offences committed within 
‘said countries shall be, and be deemed to be, of- 
‘fences of the same nature, and subject to the same 
‘punishment as if the same had been committed 
‘in the Territory of lowa: Provided, That nothing 
‘in this act contained shall be so construed as to 


Me a to any subject or subjects of Great Brit- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


following 


The amendment (by ayes 33, noes not count- | 
ed,) was rejected. 


et the second section no amendment was offer- 1 
ed, 


The third section being under consideration in 
the words following: 

See. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
‘ident be hereby authorized to appoint the requi- 
‘site number of justices of the peace, and such 
‘ ministerial officers as shall be necessary for the 
‘due execution of the laws: Provided, That any 
* Subject of Great Britain who shall be arrested || 
under the provisions of this act, for crime alleged | 
‘to have been committed within the territory of 
the United States west of the Rocky Mountains, 

: while the same remains free and open to the ves- 
‘ sels, citizens, and subjects of the United States 
and of Great Britain, pursuant to stipulations 
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‘between the two Powers, shall be delivered up 
‘for trial, on proof of his being such British sub- 
‘ject, to the nearest and most convenient authori- 
‘ties having cognizance of such offence by the 
‘laws of Great Baitain.”’ 

Mr. BOYD offered an amendment, which he 
withdrew. 

Mr. BELL moved to amend the section by 
striking out the words ** while the same remains 
‘free and open to the vessels, citizens, and subjects 
‘of the United States and Great Britain, pursuant 
‘to stipulations between the two Powers, ” and in- 
serting the words ‘* while the conflicting claims of 
the two Governments remain unadjusted.”’  PRe- 
Je cled. 

Mr. GILES moved to amend the section, by 
inserting after the word © provided,” the words 
“that no subject or citizen of Great Britain shall 
‘be amenable to either the civil or criminal law ex- 
‘tended over the said territory by the first section 
‘of this act.” Rejected. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON renewed the motion— 
heretofore made and withdrawn by Mr. Borp—to 
strike out the words * while the same remains free 
‘and open to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of 
‘the United States and of Great Britain, pursuant 
‘to stipulations between the two Powers,”’ and ad- 
ding the proviso—originally offered by Mr. Me- 
CieLLaANp—‘ that nothing herein contained shall 
‘be understood or considered as waiving or Impair- 
‘ing any of the rights or claims of the United States 
‘to said territory, orany part thereof.’’ Rejected. 

The fourth section being under consideration, 
in the words following: 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That pro- 
‘vision shall hereafter be made by law to secure 
‘and grant to every white person, male or female, 
‘ over the age of eighteen years, three hundred and 
‘twenty acres of land, and to every white person, 
‘male or female, under the age of eighteen years, 
‘one hundred and sixty acres of land, who shall 


, ‘have resided in the said territory described in the 


‘ first section of this act for five consecutive years, 
“to commence within three years from the passage 
‘of this act.” 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to amend it 
by striking out ‘* 320,” and inserting ‘ 360."" Re- 
jected. ; 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, the section was so 
amended as to read ‘the said land to be located 
within said territory.’ 

Mr. BIGGS moved to amend the same section, 
by adding a proviso, ‘That all future grants of 
‘land contemplated by this.act, shall be subject to 
‘the settlement of any dispute now pending be- 
‘tween Great Britain and the United States, touch- 
‘ing their respective claims, and subject also to the 
‘acquirement, by treaty or otherwise, of the Indian 
‘ title to said lands;’’ which amendment, by aves 
55, noes 65, was rejected. aa 

Mr. TILDEN moved to amend said fourth sec- 
tion, by striking out the word ‘‘white;’? which 


| amendment, by ayes 14, noes not counted, was 


rejected. 
Mr. GILES moved to strike out the section; 
which motion, by ayes 66, noes 70, was rejected. 


The fifth section being under consideration, as 
follows: 


‘*Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there 
‘shall be appointed, in the manner provided b 
‘ law for similar officers, a superintendent of Indian 
‘ affairs, and such Indian agents and sub-agents as 
‘ shall be necessary to the public interests, to whom 
* may be entrusted, under the direction of the Pres- 
‘ident, and in accordance with the existing laws, 
‘so far as they may be consistent with the purport 


| s of this act, the regulation of trade and intercourse || 
i; * with the Indian tribes, and the execution of the 


‘ laws herein extended over the country, described 
‘in the first section of this act.’’ 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved as a substi- 
tute for the section another bill, consisting of sey- 
eral sections; which (after an ineffectual motion to 
amend by Mr. Howen) was rejected. 


TEE ee. a ae Ce 

Mr. REID moved to amend the section, by add- 
ing, that the salary of the Indian agent should be 
$4,000. Rejected, 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved a similar amendment, 
designating $3,000. Rejected. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved an amendment, limit- 
ing the number of awents 
Rejected. 

Mr. I. EF. HOLMES moved to strike ont the 


section; which amendment, by ayes 53, noes 70, 
was re jected. 


and sub-agents to four 


The sixth section being under consideration in 
the words following: 

See. 6. 2nd be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
‘ident be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to 
‘be erected such block-houses, stockades, or mil- 
‘itary posts as shall be necessary to protect emi 
‘orants, settlers, and traders, on the route to and 
‘in the territory of Oregon, against Indian depre- 
‘dations and aggressions, and to furnish such am- 
‘munition and supplies as 
‘their defence.’’ 

Mr. MeHENRY moved to add the following 


mrOVISO: 


shall be necessary to 


“'Thatno such block-houses, stockades, or mil 
‘itary posts shall be erected or established north of 
‘the 49th parallel by virtue of this act, nor until 
* directed by law.’ Rejected, 

Mr. GILES moved to strike 
Reject d. 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLASS, the following 
(i. e. seventh) section was stricken out: 

“Sere. 7. dnd be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
‘ident he hereby authorized to cause to be raised, 
‘officered, and equipped, in such manner as the 
‘ President shall direct, two reciments of mounted 
‘men, to guard and protect emigrants, settlers, and 
‘ traders, against the Indians.”’ 


out the seetion 


The eighth section being under consideration, in 
the words following: 

‘Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That a mail- 
‘route be, and is hereby, established from St. Jo- 
‘ seph’s, Missouri, to the mouth of the Columbia 
‘ river” — 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the following amend 
ment: which was agreed to: 

Strike out the eighth section and insert: 

** Be it further enacted, That a post-route be 
‘established from Fort Leavenworth, via Grand 
* Island, onthe Platte river, Fort Laramie, the South 


‘Pass of the Rocky Mountains, Fort Hall, Fort’ 


‘ Boise, Fort Wallawalla, and Oregon city, on the 
‘ Willamette river, to Astoria, at the mouth of the 
‘Columbia river, on the Pacific ocean. 

“ And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
‘duty of the Postmaster General to cause the Uni- 
‘ted States mails to be transported on the said 
‘route, from Fort Leavenworth to Astoria and 
‘back, at least once a month, by such means of 
‘conveyance as he may deem most advantageous 
‘to the public service, and on the best terms that 
‘can be obtained by contract; in the mode now 
‘provided by law for the transportation of the 
é Enited States mail: Provided, That if, in the 
‘ opinion of the President of the United States, it 
‘ be expedient to cause the mail on the route afore- 
‘ said to be carried by detachments of mounted men 
‘in the service of the United States, he may order 
‘the said mail to be carried in that way, instead 
‘of having it transported by contract, as above 
‘ provided.”’ 

The ninth section being under consideration, in 
the words following: 

‘* Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the sum 


| ©of three hundred thousand dollars be, and the 


‘same is hereby, appropriated to carry the provis- 
‘ ions of this act into effect.”’ 


On motion of Mr. JAMES THOMPSON, it 


_ was amended by substituting one for three hundred 


thousand dollars. 


The bill having now been gone through with, 

Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS proposed the follow- 
ing as a substitute therefor: 

‘*That from and after the fourth day of July 
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‘next, the territory of the United States, lying 
‘west of the Stony Mountains, shall, for the pur- 
* pose of te mporary rovernment, constitute a sep- 
‘arate territory, by the name of Oregon. 

9. dnd be it further enacted, That there 
* shall be established, within the said territory, a 


** Sec. 


niall re speck similar to that provided 
3, Passe d on the thir- 
‘tecnth day of July, one thousand seven hundred 
seven, lor the 
ited Stat 


sed on the seventh day of 


vwoverijnent 


} on 
wv tne orqinance ot ¢ onevre 


rovernment of the ter- 
northwest of the river 


Sand erehty 
*ritory of the U 
Qin Sand y 
‘ August, 


‘nine, entitled * An act to provide for the govern- 


an vet pa 


on thou and 


seven hundred and eighty 


‘ ' ‘ 


ment of the territory northwest of the river 
‘Ohio: and the inhabitants thereof shall be enti 
*tled to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, 
‘orivileves, and advantages eranted and secured 
“to the ype e of the territory of the United States 
‘northwest of the river Ohio by the said ordinance: 
* Provided, That a legislative assembly shall not 
‘he organized in said territory of Ore ron. until the 
‘same shall be authorized by an act of Congress. 

‘*Sec. 3. dad be it further enacted, That the 
© offic for sdid territory, who, by virtue of this 
fact, shall be appointed by the President of the 
* United States, by and with the advice and con- 
‘sent of the Senate, shall re pectively exercise the 
‘same powers, perform the same duties, and re- 
ceive for the rvices. the une compensation, 
‘as by the laws of the United States have been 
‘provided and established for similar officers in 
*lowa Territory; and the duties and emoluments 
Sol Puperinte ndent of Indian Affiurs shall be unt 


Sted with those of Provided, Th it the 


he the 


Grovernor: 


G ‘ ! 
Mie atlan POP Cried shall 


qual Fame as in 
‘Jowa ‘Territory 

"° S2c. 4. « lad if further enacted, ‘That tl 
‘Governor and \\ dees of said te rritory sh ll, hy 


proclamation, define the limits of the settlements 
‘of American citizens in said territory to which 
the Indian title has been or m iy be extinguished; 
‘and the seat of s 


low ale d at such 


rvernment of said te rritory shi 
De point vithin the limits of s 


‘ settlement as the Governor and judges, or a 


“majority f them, shal! select. 

‘Sec. 5. and be it further enacted, That pro 
‘vision shall hereafler be made by law to secure 
“and grant to eve ry white person, inale or female, 
‘over the age of eighteen years, three hundred and 
‘ 


twenty acres of land; and to every white person, 


‘male or female, under the ave of eighteen years, 
‘ _% : . = } 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, who shall 
‘have resided im the said territory described in 
‘the first section of this act for five consecutive 
‘ 


years, to commence within three years from the 
passage of this act. 

“Sec. 6. sind be it further enacted, ‘That nothing 
contained in this act shall be construed to deprive 


* the subjects of Great Britain of any of the rights 
‘and privileges secured to them by existing treaty 
. 


stipulations during the continuance threof.’’ 
Which subsutute amendment was rejected. 
Mr. THOMAS SMITEHL offered the following 
as an additional section: 

‘* That the President of the United States forth- 
with cause notice to be given to the Government 


- 


. 


of Great Britain that the convention between the 
United States and Great Britain, concerning the 
territory of Oregon, of the sixth of August, ei¢h- 
teen hundred and twenty-seven, signed at Lon- 
don, shall be annulled ‘and abrogated twelve 
months after the expiration of the said notice, 
conformably to the second article of the said con- 
vention of the sixth of Aucust, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-seven.” 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out 
of order. 

Mr. SMITH appealed; 

And the committee sustained the decision of the 
Chair. 

So the amendment was not entertained. 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL offered the following 
amendment: 

‘** Be it further enacted, That this act shall con- 
* tinue in force no longer than during the continu- 
‘ance of the joint convention aforesaid between 
‘the United States and Great Britain.’’ 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS suggested that the 
amendment was not in order, the same proposi- 
tion having been previously offered, and voted 
down. , 

Some conversation followed between Mr. COBB, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 





Mr. CHIPMAN, and the CHAIR, on the point of 
order; after which, 

‘The question was taken, (by tellers,) and by ayes 
70, noes 89, the amendmeut was rejected, 

Mr. WINTHROP offered the following as an 
additional section: 

** That involuntary servitude, except for crime, 

shall not exist within the territories of the United 
‘States to which this bill relates.’ 


‘ 


Mr. TILDEN moved to amend the amendment 
adding: 

st Nor shall anv disting tion be made between the 

citizens of the said te rritory on account of color.’’ 

Which motion wa } led. 

(nd the amendment of Mr. Winrurop, by ayes 
O1, noes 67, was rejected. 

On the motion of Messrs. PRICE and STE- 
PHEN ADAMS, the committee rose, and reported 
the bill and amendments to the House. 

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON demanded the pre- 
vions question; which was seconded. 

Mr. MORSE, in explanation of a motion he sub- 
mitted, that when this House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next, said he desired that an 
opportunity should be given to examine the amend- 
ments to thie ball. 


r 


by 


tj} 
J 
" 


Vhe motion, by yeas 57, nays 116, was rejected. 
\nd then the [Louse adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


follow We” poe 


ry 
ihe 


titions and memorials were pre- 
the rule, and referred to the appro- 
pri te committer 

By Mr. P. KING: Several 


“ 
Yew \ ” 


Wood 

by Mr. GARVIN: The petition of John Sutherland, an 
old soldier, for a gratuity. Also one of like import from John 
Caldwell: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


sented, under 


memorials from the State of 
k, against the renewal of a certain patent to Jethro 


by Mr. WENTWORTIE: The petition of citizens of Me- 

y county, for a mail-route from Ostend, via Browne’s 
& ‘Towle’s Flouring-Mills, to Hebron: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. THOMAS SMiTH: The memorial of Benjamin 

f Switzerland county, Indiana, asking the passage of 
iw allowing money: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Ry Mr. J. DAViS: The memorial of the City Council 
and 357 citizens of Vicksburg, Mississippi, asking an appro- 
priation for the hospital at that place: referred to the Com- 
nuttee on Commerce 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of 61 citizens of the coun- 
ties of Whiteside, Carroll, and Ogle, in the State of Illinois, 
asking the establishment of a mail-route from Fulton city, in 
seid county of Whiteside, via Genesee Grove, Milledgeville, 
Fikhorn Grove, and Buffalo Grove, to Oregon, in said county 
of Ogle: referred to the Conmunittee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: Two petitions of citizens of 
Dodge county, for a post-route from Watertown to Fond 
du Lac, in the ‘Territory of Wisconsin. Also, the petition 
of Mrs. Candace Porter, widow of Amos Porter, for arrears 
of pension due to her late husband as a wounded soldier of | 
the revolutionary war. 

Ry Mr. COCKE: The petition and papers of the heirs of 
Gordon White, of the State of Tennessee, praying Congress 
to grant their mother the benetit of the joint resolution of 
Congress, passed lith August, 1842: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The memorial of the New Jersey 
Historical Society, asking Congress to print an increased 
number of copies, prepared from materials collected by the 
Exploring Ex pedition. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of Abijah T. Betton, of 
Trumbull county, Obio, praying for a pension, for wounds 
reeeived in the last war. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Joseph H. Lewis, 
and 189 other citizens of New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
masters, officers, and seamen, engaged in the whale fishery, 
asking that they may be entitled to the privileges of the 
United States marine hospitals, and be assessed hospital 
money at the rate of ten cents per month. Also, the petition 
of Thomas Ely, of Sandwich, Massachusetts, and 80 other 
citizens of the same place, praying Congress to provide by 
law for a congress of nations to settle all disputes without 
war. 

By Mr. YELL: The petition of William Sterrad, of Ar- 
kansas, for a pension: referred tothe Comittee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Jesse Bener, and 70 
others, citizens of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the establishment of a mail-route from Coliomsville, by 
way of Susquehannah township, to Williamsport, all in said 
county. Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petitions of sundry inhabit- 
ants of Juniata and Huntingdon counties, for the alteration 
and extension of the mail-route from Mifflington, Juniata 
county, to Shade Gap, in Huntingdon county: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. THOMAS SMITH: The petition of Thomas A. 
Bann, and & others, praying Congress to establish a mail- 
route from New Trenton, in Franklin county, Indiana, via 
Southgate, Killrail, Sunmans, to Napoleon, in Ripley. Also, 
from Versailles, in Ripley county, to Moore’s Hill, in Dear- 
born county. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petitien of Abigail Doughty, 
daughter of Ichabod Doughty, a soldier of the revolution : 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


hi " wk pension 


OBE. 





I April 18, 


By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of Mathias Barne for: 
pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions P 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: A memorial signed by nuwnerous 
travellers on the Ohio and Mississippi, praying that a jay 
be passed requiring steam vessels to use “© Evais’s 
valve.”? 

By Mr. RELFE: The petition and papers of Charles Mo 
Clane, of Missouri, asking Congress to confirm to hj), 
certain tract of land in the State of Missouri, contain, 
619 acres, on which he had established himself, and ey); 
vated, prior to the purchase of Louisiana, in 1803: ‘ 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, -pril 18, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
proved. 





TERRITORY OF OREGON, 


‘The House resumed the consideration of the yp- 
finished business of yesterday, being the bill to 
protect the rights of American settlers in the terri 
tory of Oregon, until the termination of the join: 
occupation of the same. ; 

The SPEAKER said, that previous to the ad- 
journment of the House yesterday the previo 
question had been moved and seconded, aad tly 
question now was, ‘* Shall the main question lx 
ordered ?”” 

And the main question was ordered. 

Which main question was on concurring w 
the Committee of the Whole on the state 
Union in its amendments, and on ordering 
to a third reading. 

The SPEAKER suggested that the amendments 
should be read, and the question taken upon them 
collectively, except as to such on which any mem- 
ber might desire a separate vote. 

The amendments were read, and concurred in 
collectively. 

And the bill was ordered to a third reading 

Mr. G. W. JONES demanded the previous « 
tion; which was seconded. 

And the main question (on the passage of thé 
bill) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. WINTHROP asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

And the main question, ** Shall this bill pass? 
was then taken, and decided in the afiimative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Blick, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, W. G. Brown, 
Burt, Catheart, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cullom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Duiiling! 
Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdinan, Paran, Pos 
ter, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, fH 
lin, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hioge, Hough, James 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Jolson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Jolnson, George W. Jones, = 
born Jones, Kennedy, Lawrence, La Sere, Ligon, Li 
kin, MecClernand, McCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, James 
McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, M 
ris, Morse, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Perrill, Petut, 
Phelps, Pollock, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, & 
erts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Leonard H. &1 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather 
Stewart, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, James 
Thompson, Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, ‘Tredway, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Woodward, Yell, and Yo-t 
104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, 
Milton Brown, William W. Campbell, Carroll, Join ©. 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cocke, 
Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Dixon, 

Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gent 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, th 
kins, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Wasi ‘s 
ton Hunt, Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Lewis, Long, M 
Gaughey, McHenry, Marsh, Moseley, Payne, Pendlet 
' Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Runk, Seaman, ©" 
don, Severance, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert 5m ; 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Jacob 
Thompson, Tilden, ‘Trumbo, Vinton, White, Winthrop, 
Wright, and Yancey—64. 

So the bill was passed in the following form, 
wit: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat oes ¢ ! 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That the 
jurisdiction of the supreme court of the Territory of Lowa, 


' 
o 


and the laws of said Territory, so far as the same may! 


yt thre 


{ 
the bull 


j \ 


% 





to 


applicable as they now exist, are hereby extended ov rail 
that portion of the territory of the United States wiuch ti 
west of the Rocky Mountains; and also over all that port 4 


of the intermediate country west of the Missouri river, %1 
between the fortieth and forty-third parallels of north :au 
tude: Provided, That this act shall not be construed OF ¢ \ 
ecuted in such a manner as to deprive the subjects of Great 
Britain of any of the rights and privileges secured by 
treaty signed ‘at London, October twentieth, eighteen hun 
dred, and eighteen, and continued in force by the treaty ot 
August sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven. a 
Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That all the country ¢ 
scribed in the first section of this act shall constitute one 
judicia) district, and a district court shall be held therein by 
the judge to be appointed under this act, at such times -_ 
places as he shall designate ; and said court shall possess @ ' 














1846. _ 


the powers and authority vested in the present district courts 
of said Territory of Tow a. An additional justice of the su- 
veme court of the Territory of Iowa shall be appointed, 
‘vho shall hold his office by the same tenure, receive the 
syne compensauien, and possess the same powers and au- 
thority as are conferred by law upon the other justices of 
said court, and who shall hold the district courts in said dis- 
tnict, as aforesaid. 5 

sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, Tnat the President be 
pereby authorized to appoint the requisite number of jus 
tices of the peace, and such ministerial officers as sha'l be 
necessary for the due execution ot the laws: Provided, That 
any subjeet of Great Britain who shail be arrested wader tie 
rovisions of this act, for erime alleged to have Leen com- 
mitted within the territory of the United States West of the 
Rocky Mountains, while the same remains free and open to 
tue vessels, citizens, and subjects of the United States and 
of Great Britain, pursuant to stipulations between the two 
Powers, shail be delivered up for trial, on proof of his being 

uch British sabject, to the nearest and most convenient 
juthorities having coguizance of such offence by the laws 
of Great Britain. 

sec. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That provision shall 
hereafter be made by law to secure and grant to every white 
»rson, juale or female, over the age of eightcen years, thre 
hundred and twenty acres of land; and to every white per- 
con, male or female, wader the age or eighteen years, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, who shail have resided in 
the said territory described in the first section of this act tor 
five consecutive years, to Commence within three years from 
the passage of this act, provided the said land be located in 
sud territory. 

Sec.d. And be it further enacted, That there shall be ap 
pointed, in the manner provided by law for similar officers, 
a superintendent of Indian affairs, and such Indian agents 

d sub-agents as shall be necessary to the public interes.s, 
to Whom may be intrusted, under the direction of tie Pre - 

suf, aud in accordance with the existing laws, so far as 

nay be consistent with the purport of this act. the rez- 

uon O° trade and intercourse Witte the Lidian tribes, and 

tie execution of the laws licrein extended over the country 
j scribed in the first section of this act. 

6. ad he it further enacted, That the President be, 
nd he is hereby, authorized to cause to be ereeted such 
wh houses, stockades, or military posts, as shall be neces 
y to protect emigrants, settlers, and traders on the route 

id in the territory of Oregon, against Indian depredations 
nd ageressions, and to furnish such amimunition and sup 
! a shall be necessary to their defence. 

.7. ind be it fur ted, That a post-route be es- 
ta bed frou Port Leavenworth, via Grand Island, on the 
latte river, Fort Laramie, the South Pass of the Rock 
Mountains, Port Hall, Fort Boise, Fort Watlawalla, aud 
Osegon City, on the Willamette river, to Astoria, at tie 
mouth of the Columbia river, on the Pacific Ocean. 

Sec. 8, dnd beit furtrer enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
tle Postmaster General to cause the United States mails to 

tran=ported Ou the said route, from Fort Leavenworti: to 
(storia and baek, at least once a month, by such means of 
mveyanee as he may decm most advantageous to the public 
service, and on tie best terms that can be obtained by con- 
tract, in the mode now provided by law for the transport: 
tion of the United States mail: Provided, That if, in the 
opinion of the Presideut of the United States, itbe expedient 
t) cause the mail on the route aforesaid to be carricd by de 
tachments of mounted men in the service of the United 
States, he may order the said mail to be carried in that way, 
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* the rights of American citizens in the territory of 
‘the United States west of the Rocky Mountains, 
‘and for other purposes.”’ ; 

And on this motion, Mr. T. demanded the pre- 
vious question, which was seconded. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked to have read, for inform- 
ation, the following amendment, which he had de- 
sired to move to the tide: 

‘© A bill to extend the laws and protection of the 
* United States to citizens in the territory of Oregon, 
“and to establish a mail-route to and through the 
*same.’ 

The main question was ordered ; and, being taken, 
the amendment of Mr. Tuompson was agreed to. 

So the title was amended accordingly, 

And the bill was sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence, 

The SPEAKER said the first business in order 
would be the call of the committees for reports. 


THE NOTICE. 
On motion of Mr. BOYD, the House proceeded 


| to the consideration of the message heretofore re- 


ceived from the Senate in relation to the joint reso- 
lution of notice. 

The resolutions, as they passed this House, and 
as sent to the Senate, were in the following form: 

Resolved bu the Senute and House of Repre entutives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, Thatt 
President of the United States cause notice to be 
the Government of Great Britain that the 
tween the United States of America and Great Britain, eon 
cerning the territory on the northwest coast of America, 
west of the Stony Mounts , of the 6th of August, 1827, 
signed at I shall be annulled and abrogated tw 


given to 
eonvention be 


London, 


months after giving said notice, 


2, And he That nothing herein contained 
is intended to interfere with the right and discretion of the 
proper authorities of the t=wo contracting parties to renew or 
pursue negotiations for an amicable settlement of the con 
troversy respeeting the Oregon territory. 


The Senate had stricken out all of the said reso- 


utions, and had substituted the following: 


t further resolved 


] 
i 


“Resolved, &c., That by the convention concluded the 
twentieth day of October, eighteen hundred and eightecn, 
between the United States of America and the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and treland, for the period 
of ten vears, and afterwards indefinitely extended and con 


| tinued in force by another couvention of the same parties, 


| coneluded the sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord, 
| one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, it was agreed 


that any country that may be claimed by either party on the 


northwest coast of America, westward of the Stony or ! 


Rocky Mountains, now commonly eatied the Oregon terri 
torv, should, together with its harbors, bays, and creck 


| and the navigation of all rivers within the sume, be ‘free 


istead of having it transported by contract, as above pro- 


? 
vided 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one hun- | 


dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 
ated to carry the provisions of this act into effect. 

Before the vote had been announced, 

Mr. DOUGLASS rose, and havine been asked 


by the Speaker whether he was within the bar | 
when his name was called, said that he was not; | 


that he had just entered the Hall, having been ab- 


ent on public duty, and that he now asked leave | 


io vote. 
Objection was made. 


The SPEAKER announced the vote on the pas- 


sage of the bill, and gave the floor to— 

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON, who rose to move 
an amendment to the title. 

Mr. DOUGLASS submitted that he had not 
yielded the floor; and he now moved a suspension 
of the rules to enable him to vote. 

; The SPEAKER said the motion came too late, 
the result of the vote having been announced. 

Some conversation followed on the point of or- 
der; when 

The SPEAKER said, that by the unanimous 
consent of the House, the Chair would put the 
{vestion on allowing the gentleman to vote. 

Mr. VINTON and other members objected. 

So Mr. Dovetass was not allowed to vote. 

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON now moved a re- 


consideration of the vote by which the bill had | 


been passed, and demanded the previous question. 
here was a second. And the main question 


in the reconsideration) was ordered to be now 
taken, 


Mr. DOUGLASS asked the yeas and nays there- | 


on, which were refused. 


And the question having then been taken and 


“ in the negative, the vote was not recon- 
sidered, 


Re JAMES THOMPSON moved to amend 
the title of the bill so as to read, **A bill to protect 


i 
\| 


it 


| eretion, to give to the 
| buired by its said second article for the abrogation of the 


and open’ to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two 
Powers, but withou to any claim which either 
of the parties might have to any part of said country; and 
with this further provision in the second article of the said 
convention of the sixth of August, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-seven, that either party might abrogate and annul 
said convention, on giving due notice of twelve monilhs to 
the other contracting party,—that it has now become de- 
sirable that the respective claims of the United States and 
Great Britain should be definitely settled ; and that said ter 
ritory may no longer than need be remain subject to the evil 
consequences of the divided allegiance of its American and 
British population, and of the confusion and conflict of 
national jurisdictions, dangerous to the cherished peace 
and good understanding of the two countries. And, there- 
fore, that steps be taken for the abrogation of the said 
convention of the sixth August, eightven hundred and twen- 
ty-seven, in the mode prescribed in its second article, and 
that the attention of the Governments of both countries may 
be the more earnestly and immediately directed to renewed 
efforts for the amicable settlement of all their differences 
and disputes in respect to said territory. 

& And he it further resolved, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his dis- 
sritish Government the notice re- 


said convention of the sixth of August, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-seven.” 


And the question now was, ‘* Will the House 
concur in the amendment of the Senate to the said 


| resolutions ?”’ 


Mr. OWEN moved to amend the amendment 
of the Senate by substituting for the following 
words, to wit: *‘ earnestly and immediately direct- 
‘ed to renewed efforts for the amicable settlement 
‘of all their differences and disputes in respect 
‘to said territory,”’ 

The following words: 

‘* Be the more earnestly directed to the import- 
‘ance of a speedy adjustment of all their differ- 
‘ences and disputes in respect to said terrritory.”’ 

And also to amend by striking out the second 


| section of the resolutions, and inserting the follow- 


ing: 

% 4nd be it further resolved, That the President 
‘of the United States is authorized and requested 
‘to give to the British Government the notice re- 
‘ quired by its said second article for the abroga- 
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‘tion of the said convention of the 6th of August, 
¢ 1827.” 


And, on this motion, Mr 
the previous question, 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked Mr. O. to withdraw the 
demand, with a view to enable him (Mr. T.) to 


offer a resolution for the ap 


OWEN demanded 


| ointment ofa commit- 
tee of conference before any action was taken. 

Mr. OWEN did not withdraw. 

After a brief conversation between Mr. Me- 
CLERNAND and the SPEAKER on a point of 
order, 

The demand for the previous question was see 
onded, and the main question was ordered to be 
now taken, 

Which main question was, fir 
ment of Mr. Owen to the 
are, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL would like to have it 
read awain. 

And It Was re d. 


After an inquiry, by Mr. W. FLUNT, 


» ; } 
tf, on tive 1) { 


amendment of the S 





Mr. HOGE asked the vei and nays: which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEA Me: Steph Ada Andersan, Atkinsons 
Benton, Bi James Black, Jame \. HI » Powlins 
Boyd, Proexenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Urown, Cath 
ear, Chase, Chipinan, Clarke, ¢ b, Cullom, Cumminess 
Cunniogha, Daniol, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dullingiiuns 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoo! Dunlap. | I 
Faran, Pieklio. Poster. Pri Garvin, G Gordon, Gro 
ver, Hamil Haralson, H ! lien a i! 

i J Haunt, ¢ | i | tl 
son, J j » G \ i j 
ik er I Li I \] 
Vice ad. MeCler | ] J.M wy I, Jum ‘i 
Dowell, MekKay, J 1 P. Mart Bar Mart Mi 
Norris, Ow 4 i tit, i Vr t j 
bun, Reid, i i ie iwte! i 
i 1d tt Pho ' r ' 
\ t t. Jo emik Jam Bo » 
TY rap Piurnewn Tibbatts, V mth, \ a 
Wiek, \WVailtuins, Wilmot, Sood, V drut Yell, and 

NAY vi ? Abbott, Jo dy. Ada Arnold, Bar 
ringer, Pa . Bedinger, Bel Bhirre rel, Milt Rrown, 
Burt, Willian W. Campbell, Jolin TH. ¢ , Carrall, 
Jobu G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapiann, | wun 4 » 
niin, ¢ e, ( lamer, Cranston, (re r, I 4s ett 
Davis, bb mm, Doe v, J nit. kw Fdwin H. I a 
Foot. G niry, Goodyve Graham. Grider. Gr 1, Toeanp 
ton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, ft » EF. Holmes, 
Hough, Edin W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hobbard, ti Mil, 
Washington Hunt, Huater. Josepli R. Ingersoll, J 
\ndrew Johnson, Thomas Butler Kine, Lewis, Lo 
Crate, MeGaugheyv, McHenry, Marsh, Viller. Mor 
lev, Niven, Payne, Pendleton, Pollock, Julius Roekweill, 
Join A. Roekw Root, Runk, Schenek. Souman. on, 
Severance, Sinipson, Tronman Smith, Albert smitu. Caleb 
b. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, VTlibod: aux, 
Thomasson, Tilden, Tredway, Trumbo, Vinton, White, 


Winthrop, Woodward, Wri 


ht, and Yaneey 

So the amendment of Mr. Owen was azreed to. 

And the question now heme on Cconeurrimn in 
the amendment of the Senate as thus amended— 

Mr. BOYD asked for its reading, and hoped that 
rentleman would come to order whilst it was read. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Jolin Quincey Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Anderson, Atkinson, Barringer, Bell, Benton, Biges, James 
Black, James A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Broek- 
enbrough, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, 
William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cati- 
eart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, 
Dargan, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dob 
bin, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, Jolin H. Ewing, 
Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Haralsou, Har 
manson, Harper, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Flias B. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Lawrence, La Sere, 
Lewis, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClelland, MeCler 
nand, MeCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, 
McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, 
Morse, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Pettit, Phelps, 
Pollock, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Ju- 
lius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Truman 
Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stan 
ton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, 
Sykes, Thomasson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tredway, Trumbo, Went 
worth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Yell—144. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Bayly, Bedinger, Burt, 
John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Collamer, Cran- 
ston, Garrett Davis, Dockery, Dromgoole, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Faran, Foot, Grinnell, Isaac E. Holmes, Edmund W. Habard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Jozeph R. Ingersoll, Thos. B. King, Long, 
McGaughey, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pendleton, 
John A. Rockwell, Seddon, Simpson, Caleb B. Smith, Ste- 
phens, Thibodeaux, Vinton, Winthrop, Woodward, Wright, 
and Yancey—40. 





So the resolutions of the Senate, as amended 
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by the amendment of Mr. Owen, were concurred 
in, and are now in the following form, to wit: 


Resolve’, &c., That by the convention concluded the 20th 
day of October, [=18, between the United States of America 
and the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, for the period of ten years, and afterwards indefi 
nitely extended and continued in foree by another conven 
tion of the same parties, concluded the 6th day of August, 
in venr of our Lord 1827, it was agreed that any country 
I may be claimed by either party on the northwest coast 
of America, westward of the Stony or Rocky Mountains, 
now commonly called the Oregon territory, should, together 
vith its barbors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all 
rive within the same, be free and ope n tothe vessels, citi 
zens, and subjects of the two Powers ; but without prejudice 
foanvelaim which either ofthe parties might have to any part 


of said country; and with this further provision in the see 


if article of th id convention of the 6th of August, 127, 
that erther party might abrogate and annul said convention 
on ing due notice of twelve months to the other contract 
ing party. that it has now become desirable thatthe r spect 
ive claimea of the United Silat uv Great Britain, should be 
definitely settled, and that said territory may no longer 
than need be remain subject to the evil consequences of the 
divided allegiance of its American and British population, 

of the confusion and coufliet of natioaal jurisdictions, 
ilar us tothe eherished peace and good understanding 
of the two countries And, therefore, that steps be taken 
for the abrogation of the l convention of the 6th of Au 
gust, | in the mode prescribed in its second article, and 
thatthe attention of the Governments of both countries inay 
be the more earnestly directed to tie importance of a spe edy 
odjustment ot all their dillerence ind disput sin respect to 
paid terri y. 

And be it further resolved. That the President of the Uni 
ted States is authorized and requested to give to the British 
fiovernment the not ret i by its said second article 
for the abrogation of the convention of the 6th of August, 
i 


Mr. J.J. MecDOWELL voted in the affirmative, 


protesting agaist those portions of the pre amble 


which speak of settling British claims and earnest- 


ly recone main 
Mr. PETTIT 


vole 


ra compromise, 


the 


amended, had 


moved a reconsideration of 


amendme nt, as 


and 


by W hich the 


concurred demanded the 


tion. 


been in, previous 

qjpue 
There mid. 

The was ordered, and, 


taken, the vote was not reconsidered. 


WAS 1 SEC 


main question being 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the House then 
proceeded to the consideration of private bills. 
The bill for the relief of James Hillman, and the 
bill for the relief of Samuel Jordan, heretofore re- 


ported from the Committee of the Whole with a | 


recommendation that they pas 
read the third time and passe d. 

The bill making compensation to John R. Wil- 
liams, of Michiean, for damage done to his prop- 
erty by the military in the war of 1812 with Great 
Britain, also reported from the Committee of the 
Whole with a recommendation that it do pass, 
came up in regular order. 

ln Committee of the Whole this bill was amend- 
ed by reducing the sum proposed to be paid from 
$2,000 to §1 250. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND to amend the 


amendment by striking out $1,250, and msertine 


» were severally 


move dl 


$3,000, and supported his motion ina speech of 


some leneth. 

Mr. DANIEL opposed the bill, out and out. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was opp sed by Mes urs. CHIPMA N and HA M- 
LIN, who advocated the sum proposed by Mr. 
McC iecanp. : 

Mr. GORDON supported the amendment of the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, was in fa- 
vor of the sum reported ih the bill. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. TIBBATTS thought there had been debate 
enough on so small a case, and moved the previous 
question, Which was sustained, and, under its op- 
eration, the amendment of the committee was dis- 
acres d to, 

And the bill was then read the third time, and 
passed without amendment, 

A motion was here made to adjourn, and nega- 
tived. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of David 
FE. Williamson, of Arkansas; the bill for the re- 
lief of Charles M. McKenzie; and the bill to amend 
the act for the relief of George Mayfield, were 
severally read the third time, passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

And the House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees; 

By Mr. DE MOTT: The memorial of citizens of Wayne 
county, New York, against the extension of a patent on 
ploughs to the heirs of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of 62 citizens of the State of 
Ilinois, asking Congress to establisiia mail-route from Peru, 
in said State of Iimois, via Princeton, the county seat of 
Henry county, and Miller-burgh, to New Boston, on the 
Mississippi river: referred to the Committeé on the Post 
Otlice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. STRONG: The remonstrance of John Hallenback, 
and many other citizens of Tioga county, New York, against 
the extension of Wood's patent for making cast iron ploughs: 
ref-rred to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. MACLAY : ‘The memorial of Read, Taylor, & Co., 


and others, importers of watehes, jewelry, and precious 
tones, praying that the duties on these articles may not be 


increased beyond the present rates. Also, the petition of 
Charles Smith, of New York, for a pension. 

By Mr. LIGON: The petition of Eleonora B. Watkins, 
widow of Gassaway Watkins, who was an officer of the 
Maryland Continental line,in the war of the Revolution, for 
the payment of a certificate of money due to her said hus 
band, Ist August, 1780, and which certificate has been lost 
or mistaid: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Hiram Rose and others, 
for the establishment of a mail route from Waterville, in the 
county of Kennebec, to Newport, in the county of Penob 
ot, thenee through Corinna and Dexter, to Dover, in the 
county of Piscataquis. 

By Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN: The petition of Thomas 
Hargess, of Jackson county, Alabama, fora pension and com- 
pensation for his father, Abralbam Hargess, tor services in the 
revolutionary war. 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petition of B. F. Lemen, 
postmaster at Salem, llinois, praying an increase of his com- 
pensation: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -4pril 20, 1846. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of the repre- 
sentative of Edward Hurlwell, deceased, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, praying a pension; which was re- 
ft rred to the Committe eon Pensions. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of Abram P. 
Housman, administrator of Jacob Housman, de- 
ceased, praying the reimbursement of advances 
made for the public service during the Florida 


war; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- | 


itary A@zirs. 


[Several messages in writing were received from | 


the President of the United States. ] 


Mr. SEVIER submitted a letter from the Com- 


missioner of Indian Affairs, communicating infor- 
mation in relation to difficulues existing in the 
Cherokee nation of Indians; which, with the ac- 
companying papers, was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and ordeted to be printed. 


Mr. S. also subinitted documents showing the | 


appropriation required to carry into effect the treaty 


with the Kansus Indians, and to negotiate a treaty | 


with the Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie In- 
dians; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented three remonstran- 
ces of citizens of New York against the renewal 
of a patent heretofore granted to Jethro Wood; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Erie county, New York, praying the abrogation 


of certain treaties made with the Seneca Indians; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 


Mr. MILLER presented the petition of the wid- 


ow of —— McCulloh, a deceased naval officer, 
praying a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Thom- | 


as Blanchard, praying the extension of his patent 


for a self-directing turning machine; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Patents. 
Mr. DIX presented the petition of citizens of 


Cayuga county, New York, praying the abroga- | 


tion of certain treaties made with the Seneca In- 
dians; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. D. also presented additional testimony in 
relation to the case of Jacob B. Clarke; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. D. further presented a remonstrance of citi- 
zens of Cayuga county, New York, against the 
renewal of Jethro Wood’s patent; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. D. still further presented the memorial of 
the New York Historical Society, praying that 
books and scientific apparatus imported for the 
use of philosophical and literary stitutions, may 


be admitted free of duty; which was referred to 


the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. D. also presented the memorial of ») ns 
Chamber of Commerce of New York, praying 
that the independent treasury bill may not |. Ft 
a law; which was referred to the Committee o, 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. sull further presented the petition of 
940 citizens of New York city, prayine that th, 
pilot law of 1837 may be repealed; which was |ai4 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. - 

Mr. D. also presented a remonstrance of fry, 
ers of Erie county, New York, against the », 
newal of Jethro Wood’s patent; which was aj; 
on the table. , 

{A message was received from the House , 
Representatives, announcing that said Hons; 
passed the amendment to the joint resolutio 
notice adopted by the Senate, with an amend) ent 
Also, that the House had passed a bill to protect 
the rights of American citizens in Oregon, apd 
several private bills, in all of which the cone 
rence of the Senate was asked.] 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of 
daughter of James Maxwell deceased, an offic, 
the revolutionary army, praying to be allowed com. 
mutation pay: which was referred to the Com 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petitios 
the heirs of Colonel William Grayson, an officer; 
the revolutionary army, praying to be allowed eo 
mutation pay; which was referred to the Comm) 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting the copies of correspondence: 
between the Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain, in relation to the right of seare} 
was read, 

Mr. WEBSTER (who submitted the resolut 
calling for the correspondence) moved that ti 
message and documents be printed; which y 
agreed to. 

Mr. SEMPLE submitted the following resoly 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private La 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 


y 
of authorizing the legal representatives of John Rice 
Jones, deceased, to locate certain lands confirmed 
to him by the Governors of the Northwest and In 

diana Territories. 

Mr. 8. also submitted the following resolution 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a list of such 
lands as had been confirmed to John Rice Jones, 
deceased, by the Governors of the Northwest and 
Indiana Territories, and which were afterwards 
rejected by the commissioners appointed in pursu 
ance of the act of the 20th February, 1812, for the 
purpose of inquiring into the validity of claims con- 
firmed by said Governors. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li 
brary, reported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Hamilton, widow of Alexander Hamilton; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The report accompanying the bill was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. SEMPLE, from the Committee on the 


| Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to pro- 


vide for the transmission of the United States mail 
across the Isthmus of Panama; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The report accompanying the bill was ordered 
to be printed. 

The Senate took up the following bills, reported 
from the House of Representatives, viz: 

An act to amend an act approved February 24), 
1843, entitled An act to amend an act entitled an act 
for the relief of George Mayfield, approved July 
Q7th, 1842: which was read twice, and referred to 
ihe Committee on Private Land Claims. 

An act to protect the rights of American citizens 
in the Oregon territory, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. SPEIGHT objected to a second reading at 
this time. Pe 

An act for the relief of James Hillman; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. b 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William Ev- 
ans; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

An act for the relief of Samuel Gordon; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Commiitee on 
Pensions. 
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An act for the relief of John R. Williams; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims a St 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Mackenzie, 
which was read the first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


THE JOINT RESOLUTION OF ‘“‘ NOTICE.” 


The amendment to the joint resolution of ‘* no- 
tice,” as reported from the House of Representa- 
tives, was then taken up and read. [See House 
proceedings of Saturday. ] 

Mr. ALLEN and Mr. MANGUM rose simul- 
ianeously, and the latter having first caught the 
eve of the Presipent, said that there was some 
diversity of opinion as to the parliamentary prac- 
tice upon a question of the character now before 
the Senate. To obviate any difficulty that might 
arise from that diversity of opinion; if in order, he 
would move that the Senate disagree with the 
amendments made by the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. ALLEN then said that when he yielded 
the floor to the Senator, he was about to move that 
the Senate concur in the amendments. He sub- 
mitted to the Chair which motion had precedence. 

The PRESIDENT entertained the opinion that 
the motion to agree had precedence. 

Mr. HAYWOOD regarded the two motions as 
identical—a refusal to concur was equivalent to an 
afirmative vote to disagree. They might bring it 
up in any form they pleased. A motion to con- 
cur superseded the necessity of a motion to dis- 
agree. He wished the opinion of the Chair as to 
whether, in the event of he Senate refusing to con- 
cur, it would become necessary to vote affirma- 
tively that they disagreed? If not, the questions 
were clearly identical, and the question of prece- 
dence was of no sort of consequence. 

The PRESIDENT decided that the motion to 
concur had precedence, and read the rule from the 
Manual, as follows: 

“The questions respecting amendments from 
another house are, first, to agree; second, to dis- 
agree; third, to recede; fourth, to insist; fifth, to 
adhere.” 

Mr. ALLEN then moved that the Senate agree 
to the amendment of the House. 

Mr. MANGUM asked for the yeas and nays. 

The call for the yeas and nays having been sec- 
onded, they were ordered. 

Mr. SEVIER asked if there were not separate 
propositions in the amendment, on which the vote 
should be taken separately. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, in the opinion 
of the Chair, there could be no division of the 
question, as the amendment made by the House 
was a single motion, ‘* to strike out and insert.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, read from the 
** Manual”’ the rule regulating the practice in vo- 
ting on amendments from the other House, and 
said that he rose to inquire whether, if the motion 
to agree should be carried, the necessity of putting 
the question, which appeared to be in order, * to 
disagree,’’ would not be superseded ? 

The PRESIDENT replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON inquired if there were 
not two amendments; first, to strike out, and se- 
condly, to insert ? 

The PRESIDENT replied that the terms were 
‘* strike out and insert.’ 

Mr. J.M. CLAYTON asked a division on the 
question; first, on “ striking out,”’ if in order. 

The PRESIDENT regarded the amendment as 
being one proposition, and decided that there could 
be no division of the question. 

Here there were general cries of question.’’ 

Mr. SEVIER had supposed that the terms 
‘striking out’? and ‘ inserting,’’ presented two 
propositions, requiring a separate vote. 

Che PRESIDENT was of opinion that these 
terms included but one proposition. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr. AL- 
LEN’s motion to concur, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 

Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Dickinson, 
Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Jenness, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, 
Semple, Sevier, and Turney—21. 
vem WAYS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Evans, Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, 


Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Speight, Up- 
ham, Webster, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—29. 


So the motion to concur in the House amend- 
ment was lost. 


- 


. 


"opinion. 


Mr. MANGUM then said that, if in order—as 
he sunposed it was—he would move that the Sen- 
ate adhere to its amendment. He did not intend 
to occupy the time of the Senate on the question, 
and therefore made the motion without further re- 
mark. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said it would be time enouch 
to make that motion when the House should have 
insisted on its amendment. The Senate having 
disagreed to it, non constat, the House might re- 
cede, 

Mr. MANGUM would withdraw his motion. 
He had no doubt about the parliamentary pro- 
priety of the case, and ventlemen near him con- 
curred in the opinion. He withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HAYWOOD rose to state the order of pro- 
ceeding from the ** Manual.”? Mr. Jefferson had 
laid it down that either the motion to agree or dis- 
agree precluded the necessity for the other. 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked that there was now 
nothing before the House. 

Mr. DAVIS, having been detained from his seat 
by indisposition, appeared and asked pe rfiission 
to record his vote, having been absent when the 
roll was ealled. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, if, by 
wwanimous consent, the Senator from Massachu- 
setts should have leave to record his vote. 

Mr. BENTON asked if the result had been an- 
nounced. 

The PRESIDENT answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. BENTON. Then leave cannot be granted. 
A rule to that etfect had been announced, and rigid- 
ly adhered to. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Yes, that ts the rule. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN concurred in the same 
He saw the evil which would result 
from departing from the rule; and therefore cheer- 
fully surrendered his wishes on the subject in favor 
of allowing his friend to record his vote. 

Mr. DAVIS did not wish to press the subject. 
He readily agreed that the objection of the Senator 
from Missouri was well founded. 


THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
next business before it, which was a resolution 
reported from the Committee on Printing, recom- 


mending the printing of twenty-five thousand co- | 


nes of the annual report of the Commissioner of 
seas: 

The question being on the amendment moved 
by Mr. Nixes, to strike out ‘* twenty-five,’’ and 
insert §* five.” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that the docu- 
ment was quite a voluminous one. He did not ob- 
ject to it on that account, however; but rose to in- 
quire whether it contained anything of the nature 
of political essays upon the subject of the protect- 
ive policy. 

Mr. ATHERTON had not read the document, 
but he understood that it did not contain any es- 
says of that sort—that is, he had been told so by 
the Commissioner of Patents himself, and by cer- 
tain Senators. The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
AsH ey] had so informed him. 

Mr. ASHLEY had been so informed by the 
Commissioner; he had been positively assured 
that the report did not contain any ‘* Bundeleund- 


isms.”’ 
A SENATOR. Any what? 
Mr. WEBSTER. He means “ Buncombisms.”’ 
Mr. CAMERON, speaking from under the gal- 
lery, made a few observations in support of the 
report of the committee, and against the amend- 
ment. 
Mr. CALHOUN rose and said that he should 


' vote for the smallest number, and afterwards vote 


against the whole resolution. He objected to thé 
publication of the report of the Commissioner of 
Patents in the form which it had assumed—a bulky 
collection of agricultural statistics, obtained at sec- 
ond-hand. Indeed, he regarded the Patent Office in 
itself as agreat abuse. It had grown up silently and 
by artful means, to be a separate department of the 
Government. He had understood that the head of 
the office went on an annual tour, and paid his trav- 
elling expenses out of the appropriation. When 

he was in the State Department, he had inserted in 

the letter granting this leave a provision that the 

Commissioner should be paid out of no fund. The 

very clerks in that office were nominated by the 

head of the office, and the rigs had but the 

power of vetoing his nominations. 


“rom the very | 


| Tennessee. 
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beminning, the Patent Office had been an imposi- 
tion. The first appropriations to erect that sple n- 
did building were obtained under the solemn decla- 
ration that the whole cost would not exeeed ninety 
thousand dollars; but it eventually cost the country 
about half a million! If they were to take the 
charge of agriculture into their hands, the sum now 
annually expended on this Patent Office, ostensibly 
with the view of promoting the interests of the acri- 
cultural classes, could be infinitely better anpropri- 
ated. If they were to take agriculture under the ir 
special guardianship, let them go directly to work, 
as they had with commerce. But he was entirely 
Oppose d to the present wasteful, irregular, and un- 
profitable mode of proceeding. tle was OP Pose d to 
this inward-working of the Government upon a spe- 
cial matter which he verily believed did not belong 
to itatall. He was also opposed to the resolution, 
because the printing of the document could be exe- 
cuted, he was told, at acheaper rate than that pro- 
posed. As to the pretensions set up for the Patent 
Office on the ground of its value in: promoting the 
aericultural interests, all he knew personally was, 
that the Commissioner had annually sent him a 
bundle of garden-seeds, of which he (Mr. C.) dis- 
posed to his friends who would take them; and 
indeed he had himself once made a trial of a few 
of them, and planted them in his garden, but he 
found them perfectly worthless. At the end of 
two years they we re as fir from germinating as 
ever! If the reports of the Commissioner were no 
better than his seeds, he (Mr. C.) therefore thought 
very litte of them. [A laugh.] 

Mr. CAMERON insisted that almost all the re- 
cent linprovements in the arts in the United States 
of America had resulted from the Patent Office. 
The spinning-jeniy and the cotten-gin were some 
of the results of the Patent Office. Rare and most 
valuable seeds had resulted from the Patent Office, 
The agriculture of Pennsylvania was much tn- 
debted to the Patent Office. Members of Con- 
gress were liberally supplied with seeds to dis- 
tribute from the Patent Office. As to the cost 
of printing, he had only to say, that the state- 
ment made on that subject the other day, by the 


‘Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nites,} was en- 


‘) 


making a character for them. 


tirely incorrect. He (Mr. C.) was indeed aston- 
ished at the opposition which had been manifested 
to such an excellent and valuable public institution 
as the Patent Office. 

Mr. SEVIER took up the report of last year, 
and said that of the five hundred and twenty odd 
pages, of which the bulky document was com- 
posed, just one and a half pages were devoted to 
the Patent Office. All the remainder of the volume 
was composed of letters from very scientific gen- 
tlemen, and very learned lecturers, and extracts 
from the ** Farmers’ Library,’’ the * Farmer and 
Mechanie,’’ and newspapers. Thirty or forty 
pages were devoted to the planting of hemp; then 
there were erudite dissertations on the rot in the 
Irish potato; learned disquisitions on the most ap- 
propriate regimen for dyspeptic hens and dropsical 
reese; and abtruse investigations into the modus 
operandi of artificial manures! Now, all that was 
very well in its way, and he (Mr. 8.) was very 
desirous to see useful practical information on 
all subjects connected with agriculture diffused 
throuchout the land. But he did not believe that 
Congress had any right to appropriate large sums 
of the public money for the purpose of keeping 
up an immense establishment, and a flock of mu- 
nificently-paid officials, whose principal business 
appeared to be the getting up of an elaborate re- 
port annually, with the help of newspapers, maga- 
zines, and scissors and paste. Mr. 5. then enu- 
merated the various officers connected with the 
Patent Office, with the salaries received by each. 
He then adverted to the * seeds’’ and ** samples of 
corn,’ &c. They were generally worthless; and it 
was to be remarked that with regard to corn, the 
specimens came not from the corn-growing States 
—none came from Ohio, Indiana, the Wabash, or 
Last year, he took home a paper of 
Victoria peas, and gave them to his gardener, who 
afterwards came to him and said, “* Why, sir, you 
have brought me the old-fashioned black-eyed pea!”’ 
The fact was, that these seeds were either pur- 
chased with the Patent-Office money, or else were 
gratuitously given to the office for the purpose of 
In either cage, he 
need not say that the whole thing was improper. 

Mr. BRIGHT was unwilling to have the sim- 
ple question of printing embarrassed by anything 
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connected with the constitutionality of the Patent 
Office or the circumstauces in which the building 
had been erected. The information contained in 
the ** report” was of a kind eagerly sought for by 
the agriculturists of the country. He presumed 
there was nothing in it of interest to the Senators 
from South Carolina or Arkansas. 

Mr. SEVIER. Indeed! Why not? 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘Their pursuits are different 
from those of the great masses of the country. 

Mr. SEVIER. Lama farmer, sir. | have been 
a farmer all my life. 


Mr. BRIGHT proceeded. 


There might be 


abuses connected with the Patent Office—he did not 
SAY Liere Were not. But he contended that the 
report con vd very valuable information, and 
that the people were eager for it. Tle was willing 
fo vote tor th trreest nurnaber of copes. 

Mr. ASHLEY reiterated his former remarks as 
to the eco | character Live elf: Laing 
chornet ( |’ nt Cth \s try thre as 

d t 1 stat ( re had appro- 
| m,000 for the pur e of collect: ! 

W hether th we d, or bad, or indifler- 
ent, i ( t . 0 bp bac { 
en i renson | i ri 

ble \Iy \ ‘ hi 1 a tit L 

} ‘ i a ‘ il i 
from i Caro nd A as were also bad 
fa 


Mr. CALHOUN., I hope not. 
Mr. J SHLIEY. VW ny. they in olyt iY very grant d 


fi rimei a { row cotton ai } orn went. 
A d even re ré ed tic Sloete product of COMrn, 
he had no do tthat the circulation of the report 
of the Comm ioner of Patents had increased i 
amount tive er cent. all over the United States 
And so it was with the cultivation of grasses. As 
io the increa of appropriations to which refer- 


ence had been made , it hy id OMY been natu il; and 


it wa to be remarked that the larcer ortion of 
Patent Office, had 
been appropriated by Congress to the * National 


Tnstitute.’’ Mr. A. again 


sire—the Intense eagerness—the universal avidity 


the building denominated the 
alluded to the creat de- 


with which this report was sought by the pe ople— 
that was a sure proof that it was a valuable docu- 
ment. 

Cries of ** Question,’’ question. 

Mr. CAMERON remarked, thatif the gentlemen 
from South Carolina and Arkansas would go into 
Pennsylvania amongst his constituents—not gen- 
tlemen farmers, but men who held their own 
ploughs—ihey would see the wonderful benefits 
and useful influences dispensed by the Patent Of- 
fice, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, would vote for 
printing the largest number of the report. It was 
the most interesting of all documents, ¢ xeept I'ré- 
As a proof of the excellence and 
eminently scientific character of the reports of the 
Patent Office, Mr. J. would just mention one fact. 
It had been presented by the American Minister 
to a scientific association in Russia, and had actu- 
ally been received with marked approbation. 

Cries of ** Que stion,’” * question.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER wished to say that, to the Patent 
Office itself, he had no objection. It was caleu- 
lated, under proper management, to be a valuable 
public institution. But he contended that it had 
been misdirected—converted into a bloated expen- 
sive establishment, affecting to take charge of the 
agriculture of the country, with which it had no 
more to do than had the War Department. After 
some further remarks from Mr. 8., in refutation 
of the idea that the popularity of the report was 
any argument in favor of the propriety and justice 
of expending the public money in its publication— 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, to print 5,000 copies. 

The PRESIDENT was under the impression 
thst the yeas and nays had been ordered, ae was 
not certain, not then having his memorandum 
before him. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, thought they 
had been ordered; but, to settle the matter, he 
would call for them. 

The call having been seconded, the yeas and 
nays were ordered; and being taken, the amend- 
ment was rejected: Ayes 18, noes 31. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend by inserting 
10,000; and the question being taken, it was deci- 
ded in the negative: Ayes 19, noes 25. 

Mr. MANGUM then moved an amendment to 


mont’s report. 
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print 15,000; which motion was put and rejected: 
Ayes 21, noes 27. 

Then the question recurred on the resolution 
reported from the Committee on Printing, autho- 
rizing the printing of 25,000 copies; and the motion 
to adopt having been put, it was agreed to. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. LEWIS moved that the prior orders of the 
day be postponed, and that the Senate take up the 
bill to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
certam oljer ts, made for the service of the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1846; which was agreed to. 
' Mr. WESTCOTT stated that he felt bound to 
make his acknowledements to the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Evans,| and to the Senator from Al- 
abama, |Mr. Lewis,| for their courtesy in post- 
soning this bill the other day in consequence of his 
(Mr. W.’s) absence from the Scnate when it was 
called up. He was absent procuring from the 
Tre usury Department the necessary data to show 
the appropriation asked for was just and reason- 
alle sand came Th the moment aft r the bill was laid 
aside. He had now that data, and he did not doubt it 
would sati sfy the Senator trom Maineand allothers. 
It was true that there had been wastefulaess and 
extravagance in the Territorial Governments; and 
the Senator from Maine was fulfillingaduty inscru- 
tinizing appropriations for their expenses, and, so 
far from finding fault, he (Mr. W.) would yield his 
i mble commendation for his course, Mr. WwW. 

id he would not deny that Florida, while a Ter- 
ritory, Was not exempt from the charges made by 
ec other Territories. ile 
freely conceded her ‘Territorial Legislature had been 


that Senator more than t! 


prodigal in their expenditures, and not restricted 
enough in their allowances; that they had employ- 
ed unnecessary oflicers and clerks, and had dis- 
re carded economy dah many respects. This evil 
would exist In a ‘Territorial Government from its 
very nature. Mr. W. said he could not deny the 
Wu sth e of the charge of « vlravagance made by the 
Senator from Maine, because he (Mr. W.) had, 
while in Florida as theaciing Executive, vetoed one 
of the compensation bills passed by the Couneil, and 
ata subseque nt period, as a membe r of the Council, 
voted against another like bill on account of their 
exceeding the appropriation of Congress. But what 
of all this?) ‘The appropriation now asked was not 
asked for the Legislature of Florida or for the State 
of Florida, but for the benefit of individuals to whom 
the money was justly owing. It was asked for to 
pay chiefly balances of stationers’ bills, printers’ 
bills, merchants’ bills for candles, bills for fuel, and 
such like contingencies, due as well to Whigs as 
Democrats, for theiraccounts incurred by the Legis- 
lature of the Territory. Ifitisasked why were these 
accounts not paid, the answer isat hand. Some of 
the money which ought to have gone to pay them 
was applied here at the Federal treasury, to pay | 
others who had been allowed accounts and de- | 
mands by the Legislature of the Territory, which 
ought not to have been preferred to these; but the 
holders of which accounts were enabled to present 
them first here, as the others, and particularly the 
printers, had generally to delay sending theirs some 
days, till their work was finished, and their bills 
examined and approved by the Executive. The 
rule formerly at the treasury was, ‘*first come, first 
served;”” and when the printers and stationers 
came, and some others also, they found the money | 
gone. A year ago the treasury made a pro rata 
distribution among the large accounts. This was 
more equitable; but all the small bills made in the | 
aggregate a considerable sum; and these small bills | 
were In some instances the very ones which should 
not have been preferred. ‘There were also, (Mr. 
W. conceded,) as Mr. Evans contended, some de- 
mands paid out of the annual appropriations which 
should never have been paid outof them,and which 
were expressly forbidden; and Mr. W. said this 
is one of the reasons these accounts are now un- 
paid; in fact, the chief reason. He admitted the 
charges for the copying the laws, and for the dis- | 
tribution of them, were, in his opinion, too great. 
But no one denies, or can deny, that these claims 
now asked for are honest, just, and reasonable. He | 
said he had examined as to the claims in arrears at 
the First Auditor’s Office, and believed them to be 
correct; but he thought the aggregate amount esti- 
mated for, probably, when they came to be adjust- || 
ed and settled at the treasury, would fall short of || 
the sum asked for three or four thousand dollars. 
It was impossible the Auditor could ascertain the || 


precise amount outstanding. Mr. W. referred to 
statements of the claims he had obtained from th. 
papers at the treasury, and explained them. H, 
appealed to the liberality of the Senate to pay fo, 
the chaplains to the Legislature, included in the 
sum asked for. He said it was the practice, he 
believed, in every Legislature in this country. Ho 
did not understand this allowance, however, to | 
objected to. * 
Mr. W. said, the Senator (Mr. E.] was richt as 
to the fourth section of the act of Congress of Ay. 
cust, 1842, authorizing a settlement and payment 
of all arrears up to its passage, and that the appro. 
priation for that purpose was indefinite. The spe. 
cific amount of appropriation that year was $27, 15 
All the current expenses of that year were paid at 
the treasury, and part of the arrears. But hoy 
were the arrears paid? Not out of the indefini:, 
appropriation made by the fourth section referye,| 
to, but out of the appropriation of $27,125 madd 
by the act of June, 1842, and the next year’s a 
propriation by the act of December, 1842. So tha 
nearly $10,000 of the appropriation for 1843 \ 
exhausted for arrears before the Legislatur 
1843, and the same as to 1844 and 1845. T 
arrears were originally chiefly caused in this way 


A Senate was allowed Fiorida, by act of Cones 


| without at the same time making an ad qu 


ditional appropriation for the necessarily increase 
expense. The pay and mileage of the membe 

of the Territorial Senate and House alone amount- 
ed to $20,000. As to the contingent expenses, M; 

W. said, there was paid for articles no more th; 
he (Mr. W.) paid at Tallahassee for similar art 
cles. The merchant should not lose his aceou 
because the Legislature were prodigal of cand) 


| or the stationer, because it wasted the paper, or 


the printer, because it had too much printing don 
The prices paid were reasonable. Owing to the 
erroneous mode formerly pursued at the treasury 
the old arrears had been paid out of the annual 


| current appropriation till the present auditor cam 


in, Who very properly pursued a different cours: 
Mr. W. admitted some of the specific extravagant 


| charges, pointed out by Mr. Evans, in the com 


pensation act of the Florida Legislature; and |i 

said this bill was not to pay for them, but to pay 

honest and just claims, improperly and wrongfully 
J > i J 


| deferred and postponed for these very erroneous 


claims. He admitted, too, the Council had em- 
ployed too many clerks; but he said that was no 
reason Why the stationers, and printers, and mer- 


| chants, should not be paid their just dues. Mr. W 


referred to the books of the public accounts of the 
United States from the year 1842 to 1845, inclusive, 
which he cited. 

Mr. EVANS said there could be no misunder- 
standing of the law of 1842, which was passed 
expressly to meet such cases. If there were clains 
unpaid, it was because they were not just; It was 
because the money appropriated by the Congress 
of the United States was taken by the Territorial 
Government of Florida, and put to other purposes. 
Such practices were wrong, and he wanted to sce 
them corrected. He wanted to see no claims al- 
lowed but such as were just, and then there would 
be no deficiencies to make up. The law of In” 
clearly said that no Territorial Legislature should 


/expend money beyond the sum appropriated by 


Congress for their use. Now, if the Territorial 
Legislature of Florida had conformed to that law, 


| it had not exceeded that sum, and consequently 
'| there could be no deficiencies; but if they had— 


if there were misapplications of the money, Con- 
gress was not responsible. He would ask if that 
system was to go on, or to be resisted at once: 


| Was the law prohibiting them from transcending 
| the provisions of Congress to be in force, or was 
it to be a dead law? If the precpls of the claim 


were now admitted, it would extend to other Ter- 
ritorial Governments, and there would be no end 
to claims for deficiencies on Government. There 
had been evidences already given that such would 
be the case. He would not say, in the present 
instance, that the Territorial Government hed 


_ taken the money for other purposes than the law 


prescribed; but if it were so, it was a matter for 


| their prompt attention. One instance, however; 


of the way money was expended was this: By the 
Territorial law, it was the duty of the public 
orinter to furnish a copy of the laws of Congress. 

he law of 1842 was contained in three or four 
rages, for copying which ten dollars would have 
bean an ample compensation to a clerk; and yet a 
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sum of no less than three hundred dollars was paid 
for that service. It was an examination into the 
flagrant abuses of Territorial Governments that 


had led to the passage of the law of 1842, and its 





« . { 
express object was to arrest everything like arrear- 


aves, deficiencies, and such abuses. | The only 
evidence of anything like a deficiency in the pres- 
ent instance, was the certificate of the Auditor, 
which he made out by deducting the appropria- 
tions made by Congress from those made by the 
Territorial Legislature. 

Mr. WESTCOTT observed that there would 
have been no deficiency in the appropriations of 
jast year if they had not been exhausted by appli- 
cations to discharge the arrears of former years, 
and the greater part of them were to be attributed 
to Congress itself. One item of expense was that 
of the Legislature, $15,000; the contingent expen- 
ses were above $15,000; the old arrears were up- 
wards of $8,000, whilst the appropriation of Con- 
gress was only $27,000. In 1842, Congress ap- 
propriated that sum, but in its liberality ordered 
the deficiency to be made up, which was done, 
and in the present case there could be no difficulty 
in the matter if it was left to the officers of the 
treasury. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that although | 


the sum asked was a small one, yet the attention 
of the Senate was due to the subject, as it might 
become a precedent for many other demands of a 
similar nature. With a positive, clear, and ex- 
plicit law to meet the case before them, he would 
ask them if they were going to make the disburse- 
ment in violation of it? That was the question. 
That law was in force, and he hoped it would be 


continued; but if that claim was allowed, they | 


would have applications similar in principle, al- 
though they might differ in form, from other Ter- 
ritories in like cireumstances. He (Mr. H.) was 
unwilling to accede to the claim; and although the 
sum was small, yet he thought there was involved 


in itaclear principle to which the Senate ought | 


not to agree, but adhere to the law as it stood. 
‘The question simply was, were they to make an 
appropriation in the face and in violation of 
that law? It would be setting a most dangerous 
precedent to allow any Territorial Legislature, or 
officer of the treasury, to set themselves up against 
the law. They ought not, therefore, in clear vio- 
lation of what was law, ask Congress to pay them 
what they were not entitled to. And although he 
(Mr. H.) felt every disposition to entertain any 
just claims, yet in the face of the law prohibitory 
of exceeding appropriations, they were called upon 
to object to the claim. He hoped it would not be 
received. 

Mr. YULEE addressed a few remarks to the 
Senate. He was understood to say, in support of 
the bill, that the appropriation of Congress of 
$27,000 in 1842, was made in advance of a knowl- 
edge of the public necessities; that circumstances 
afterwards occurred which augmented those neces- 
sities, and caused the deficiencies alluded to; and 
for that the State Government of Florida was in no 
way responsible. If the authority given to ap- 
oropriate the money of Congress had been vio- 
ated, it was done by the Territorial Government, 
existing under the Federal Government of the Uni- 
ted States. If the Government (as it did, for in- 
stance) authorized the Legislature to sit a given 
number of days, and the session was protracted 
beyond that period, the abuse was perpetrated by 
the Federal officers themselves; and it was hard 
that those who furnished the paper and fuel should 
be the sufferers. He trusted that, among other 
reasons, the smallness of the amount would induce 
Senators to give it their attention. They had lit- 
tle to fear from the precedent. There were now 
but few Territories, and no likelihood of there 
being many more; for he supposed that Oregon 
would be ready to demand admission as a State 
into the Union by the time they had established 
complete jurisdiction over it to 499. 

[A voice: ** There is Cuba.”’] . 

Mr. YULEE. Cuba would come in as a State. 

A voice: “And California.’’} 

Mr. YULEE. Comparing the expenses of the 

State Government with those of the Territorial, 


they would find that abuses were not to be charged | 
on the former; if there were any, they were the 


fault of the Federal Government. 


would not be necessary to urge the claim further 
on honorable Senators. 


He trusted it | 


PRE C 





the words in the 28th line, ‘additions and appro- 
priations,’’ and inserting in their place the words, 
“expenditures ordered by the Territorial Legisla- 
ture beyond the appropriations made by Con- 
gress.’ Also, to amend by inserting in the 32d 
line these words: ** The accounts for which shall 
be audited by the proper officer of the depart- 
ment.’’ 

The amendments were adopted. 

Mr. EVANS said he now rose to move an 
amendment which had been put into his hands, to 
pay arrearages due to Dr. T. P. Jones. In refer- 
ence to the claim of Dr. Jones, he had made due 
inquiry, and found the facts to be thus: In 1843 a 
bill passed both Houses, by which the Secretary 
of the Navy was authorized to appoint a board to 
make experiments on steam boilers, with a view of 
ascertaining the best mode of preventing explo- 
sions, and to carry out the project a sum of $20,000 
was appropriated. Professor Johnson, and Dr. 


Jones, and another, were appointed as the board. | 
On this service they were engaged about eleven | 


months under a specific contract. Dr. Jones’s 
compensation was to be $300 per month—a pretty 
high salary, to be sure—but regularly contracted 
for with the Secretary of the Nav y, Who was au- 
thorized by Congress. ‘They made a great many 
experiments, and he believed some of them very 
valuable; and the report presented a few years ago 
had been of great benefit to the country. ‘The ap- 
propriation of $20,000 was found in the course of 
proceedings not to be enough, as a good deal of it 
had been spent by the Secretary of the Navy in 
getting steam-boilers, &c., before these gentlemen 
began their work. There remained not enough to 
pay their salary. The balance was unquestionably 
due to Dr. Jones; the amount was rightly stated; 


| the services were performed, and the report was 


regularly made. 
amendment. 

Mr. TURNEY objected, as he understood the 
board had proceeded against the wish of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. He thought they ought to be 
cautious in adopting the amendment. 

Mr. EVANS explained, and read a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Navy, stating the 
case, and showing that although the board was at 
one period directed to cease operations, it was sub- 
sequently agreed by the board, on reflection, that 
such a step would render useless all that had been 
done, and that the board should proceed with their 
operations, which they did. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. EVANS further moved to amend the bill 
by omitting so much of it as related to the Texas 
volunteers, and modifying that part which related 
to the Louisiana militia, by striking off $60,000 
from the sum $69,000, leaving the sum appro- 
priated by the bill, $9,000, towards their compen- 
sation, He made the motion in order to obtain 
some information. It appeared that four compa- 
nies of Texas volunteers were received into the 
service of the United States for three months last 
summer, but when they were discharged he could 
not say. The Secretary at War was called on to 
know by what legal authority these volunteers 
were admitted into the army of the United States, 
and to show by what authority any Secretary, 
President, or anybody else, could increase the army 
by one man, even for one day. The answer of the 
Secretary, instead of giving legal authority for the 
act, said the volunteers were taken into the service 
by his order. Now, what he (Mr. E.) desired to 
know from any quarter, from the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Atfairs, who was also on 
the Finance Committee, and therefore well versed 


He moved the adoption of the 


| in such matters,—what he wished to know was, 
| whether there was any authority of law for the 


President of the United States to accept the ser- 
vice of volunteers at any time and in any circum- 
stances. In his (Mr. E.’s) researches, he could 
find none whatever; and he believed it would be 
found that the present was the first instance in the 
operations of our Government in which the Presi- 
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the danger was apprehended. That was authority 
to call out the militia, but not voluntcers, for they 
were very different, and the law authorizing him 
to call out the militia could never authorize him to 
do so with volunteers. The militia were com- 
posed of citizens of the country, not likely to be 
driven into any improper enterprise; but vohlun- 
teers might be congregated under anybody, on any 
service that offered inducement enough. There 
was no law by which volunteers could be employ - 
ed in this country, much less abroad; and it was 
the first instance in which the President of the 
United States had accented, without a previous 
law authorizing it, the services of volunteers. If 
he could do so for one day, why'’not for a year, or 
many years, and add to the army at plensure? If 
he could do so, where was the use of any law on 
the army? This very thing, the power of en- 
larging the army, was one of the strongest objec- 
tions to the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States; and its defenders were hardly able 


| to succeed, by replying that the President could 


not raise a man unless the law gave him authority. 
The Secretary of War replied, the volunteers were 
engaged ‘ by his authority ;"” but the question still 
to be determined was, where did the Secretary find 
his authority? The time allowed the President to 
raise militia was three months, and in that time 
there could not be much harm done. He hoped 
the gentleman at the head of the military depart- 
ment of the Government would let them know 
where he found his authority; and until he (Mr. 
E.) learned that, he could not vote for the appro- 
priation. Undoubtedly they ought to be paid, as 
they had been, he believed, out of the general ap- 


| propriations for the army. 


| them; but he thought it wou 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. 
militia were not paid, 

Mr. EVANS replied, they were not volunteers 
but militia—a different thing; they were called 
out by the commanding general of that depart- 
ment, to be disbanded after two months’ service. 
He imagined the Louisiana militia were not paid, 
because there were no appropriations to reach 

la be found the Texas 
volunteers were paid out of the army fund. He 


The Louisiana 


| wished to know if there was any authority for ac- 


cepting the services of volunteers under the cireum- 
stances. If there was, gentlemen would be likely 
to know something about it. 

Mr. CASS rose to correct some of the views of 


the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. aed There 
was a discretionary power given to the President 


to call upon the militia in certain cases, and he was 


| left to judge when it should be advisable to do so 


i stead of the militia? 


The gentleman could not object to his calling upon 
the volunteers instead of the militia, for it was his 
(Mr. C.’s) impression that the President was au- 
thorized todoso. The question was simply, Could 
the President accept the services of volunteers in- 
As to the time for which 
they were called to serve, it was not meant that 
the power of the President was limited to three 


| months; but simply that militia were not obliged 
| to serve after that period against their will; but the 
| President’s power continued, and he could call 
| upon others to take their place as often as the three 


| months expired, 


Afier replying toa be of 
the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jounson,] 


| that he did not know how a call for volunteers was 


' the militia of the State most convenient. 


dent, or anybody else, had undertaken to receive || 
into the army of the United States any volunteers, | 
or any force whatever, which practice or law had || 


not authorized. There were abundant authorities 


on the subject. There was a statute half a century | 


old authorizing the President, in case of invasion || 


or imminent danger of invasion, of insurrection, | 
or any of those contingencies that may arise to | 


make it proper, to call into the service for not more 


to be made, Mr. © called for the reading of the 
communication of the Secretary of War to the 
Committee on Finance, in reply to their inquiries 
as to the employment of the troops under con- 
sideration. 

[The Secretary read the communication. } 

Mr. EVANS read the law in relation to the em- 
jloyment of militia by the President. By that 
le he observed, the President was to call upon 
Now, 
he wanted to know, if that was the only authority 
existing, could thé President accept the services of 
volunteers—not militia—but volunteers from any 
quarter—Indians or not? If that law did not give 
it, he wished to know where was the authority by 
which Texas volunteers were incorporated into 
the army of the United States ? 

Mr. CASS again made a short éxplanation. He 
said militia were liable to serve one year out of 
two; that a large oe of the youth of the coun- 
try were opposed to service in the militia; but 
there was another description of volunteers, con- 


| sisting of regular companies attached to militia 


Mr. EVANS moved to amend by striking out |) than three months the militia of the State where | regiments, that might be called out. 


Sometimes 


Mi et ee Pan Weer ” 


i. 
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they were termed militia; he (Mr. C.) called them 
volunteer companies; and he thought it likely such 
was the description called out in this case. 

Mr. RUSK was not prepared to enter into an 
investivation as to the difference between volun- 
teers and militia, but he had always considered 
volunteers as part of the militia. ‘The practice, as 
far as he knew, was, that the general commanding 
the department, when tt became necessary, ealled 
on the Governor of the State, who immediately 
issued his proclamation calling out the militia, and 
the requisition Was immediately filled up. He saw 
no distinction between volunteers and militia. Nor 
could he see why there should now be any dis- 
tinction made between Louisiana and Texas. The 
only que stion Was, whether there was an cmer- 

ency to justify the President to call out the militia ? 
They had surrendered entirely their tndependent 

wereignty, and had no alliance, offensive or de- 
fensive, with any foreign Government. That cre- 
wed a state of things which re quired the President 
to send the troops of the United States to protect 
‘Texas against any possible invasion, on account of 
that act of surrenderment to the mother country. 
(reneral Taylor was shortly afterwards—in the 
month of July or August—ordered to take up his 
position on the western frontier of Texas. He did 
so,and immediately on taking up his position there 
with a small force, a proclamation Was issued by 
Arista, commanding the Mexican forces, calling 
on the chivalry of Mexico to come forth and repel 


the intruders. What, then, was the condition of 


General Taylor? He was an officer who had earn- 
ed many laurels in the service of his country. Was 
it to be supposed that he would endanger the honor 
of his country and his own reputation by any want 
of due precaution? Certainly not. He acted as 
became a wise and prudent man. General Gaines 
thought proper in that state of affairs to call out a 
vortion of the militia of Louisiana; and General 
Faylor, acting with proper discretion, called upon 
the President of Texas, then exercising a delegated 
authority from the convention, under the former 
constitution, until the State constitution should be 
accepted by the Congress of the United States, to 
furnish these companies of volunteers. They re- 
sponded to the cull made by President Jones, and 
performed faithfully services which General Taylor 
himself had characterized as important and valu- 
able. The y had rendered the service demanded of 
them. They had not received the pay for those 
services, and itdid seem to him that it was but just 
that they should stand on the same footing as the 
volunteers from Louisiana, 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
und it was rejects d. 

Mr. EVANS asked if there had not been a letter 
received by the committee from the Department 
relative to the mission to China. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON repli din the affirmative. 

The letter was re id. 

Mr. EVANS wished to inquire whether that 
mission to China was still in existence, or had ter- 
minated. Was the salary of the Commissioner 
going on? What was the condition of the affair ? 

Mr. ALLEN replied that the mission was still 
in existence. He had not made special inquiry into 
the matter, but he believed that the Minister had 
returned home on leave, and expected soon to re- 
sume his position. 

Mr. ARCHER. It was not on leave entirely, 
but in consequence of the state of his health, which 
he (Mr. A.) understood disabled him from proceed- 
ing to his destination. He had heard that it was 
the intention of the gentleman soon to resume his 
voyare. 

Mir. CASS here asked a question of the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] relative to the services 
for which Dr. 'T. P. Jones claimed compensation. 

Mr. EVANS. A year ago, the then Secretary 
of the Navy, Mr. Mason, transmitted the account 
of Dr. Jones and others. 

Mr. CASS. Did he recommend their payment? 

Mr. EVANS, in re ply, read from the report, in 
which the non-payment was stated to have arisen 
from the exhaustion of the appropriations, — It 
strack him (Mr. E.) that certainly the accounts 
ought to be paid. 

‘The question on concurring in the amendments 
agreed to as in Committee of the Whole, was then 
put, and carried in the affirmative. 

And then, on motion, the bill was read a third 
time, and passed, 


- a 
Phe Senate then adjourned 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -dpril 20, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. DARGAN,, on leave, presented a petition, 
(name not heard,) which he subsequently with- 
drew. 

Mr. PHELPS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to con- 
firm certain entries of land made at the Springfield 
Land Office, in the State of Missouri; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

The SPEAKER said the regular order of busi- 
ness was the call of the States for peuuons. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the rules in rela- | 
tion to the order of business be suspended for one 
hour, that the committees might be called in their | 
order for reports, 

Mr. A. JOHNSON ealled for the recular orders | 
of the day. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Bropuneap, and the House refused to suspend the 
rules to receive reports from committees, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leave—at the | 
request, he was understood to say, of the officers 
of the House—to introduce the following resolu- 
uon: 

Resolved, That, tor the purpose of ventilating 
the Hall of the House of Representatives, and giv- 
ing an opportunity to lay down the summer mat- 
ting, as has been done in previous long sessions, | 
this House will, when it adjourns on Thursday, 
the 30th of April instant, adjourn to meet on the 
following Mouday. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON objected. 

Mr. BOYD and Mr. T. B. KING moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, that the resolution might be 
received, 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON withdrew his objec- 
tion. 

Mr. G. W. JONES inquired whether the reso- 
lution fixed the adjournment at a time when the | 
races over the National Course would come off? If 
not, it should be so arranged that it might take | 
place at that time. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. 
nothing about the races. 

Mr. JONES. I propose to defer the adjournment 
until the races. 

The objection having been renewed, a motion 
was made to suspend the rules, and was decided in 
the affirmative. 

And the resolution being thus before the House, 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING moved to amend the 
same by inserting after the word “session”’ the fol- 
lowing: *tand also to apply Espy’s ventilator to 
‘the Hall of the House of Representatives, in the 
‘sume manner as it has been applied to the Senate 
* Chamber.” 

Mr. KING desired to say a word in explanation 
of his amendment. He was understood to state 
that one of Mr. Espy’s ventilators had been con- | 
structed for the use of the Senate, and it was pro- 
posed by the amendment to have a similar ventila- | 
tor for the use of the House during the summer | 
months. The cost of that in the Senate had been 
about $250. The amendment proposed to appro- 
priate the same amount, or so much thereof’ as 
might be necessary. 

Mr. B. MARTIN. 
here already. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to amend by striking 
out the day designated, and inserting ‘ the day 
‘preceding the commencement of the races over 
‘the National Course.’”’ 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON demanded the pre- | 
vious question. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
LEAKE, T. B. KING, and G. W. JONES, par- 
ticipated. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the whole sub- | 


I assure you I know 


We have too much wind 


ject be laid on the table. The motion was rejected. 


The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded, and the main question was ordered, and 
being taken—first, on the amendment of Mr. Jones, 
and the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. G. W. JONES asked the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution, which was refused. | 

And then the resolution was adopted. \ 
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Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, with a view, if that mo- 
tion prevailed, to move that the committee proceed 
to the consideration of the bill to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes in the Territory 
of Oregon, and to preserve peace and cultivate 
friendship with and among the said Indians. 

The motion having been put and decided in the 
affirmative, the House resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
G. S. Houston, of Alabama, in the chair.) 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the com- 
mittee take up the bill above indicated by him. 

Mr. SCHENCK gave notice that, if the motion 
of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuomp- 
son] should not prevail, he (Mr. 8.) would move 
to take up the bill in relation to the pay and mile- 
age of members. 


INDIAN TRIBES IN OREGON, 
The question on the motion of Mr. Jacog 


Tuomrson having been taken and decided in the 
affirmative, the committee proceeded to the consid- 


| eration of the bill to regulate trade and intercourse 


with the Indian tribes in the territory of Oregon, 
and to preserve peace and cultivate friendship with 
and among the said Indians. 

The bill was read as follows: 

ke it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
there shall be a superintendency of Indian affairs for al} 
the Indian country lying west of the Rocky Mountains, in 
the Oregon territory; the superintendent of which shall 
be appointed by the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice aud consent of the Senate of the United 
States, who shall hold his office tor the term of four years, 
unless sooner removed by the President, and shall annually 
receive a salary of four thousand dollars; and shall give 
bond, with two or more securities, in the penal sum of ten 
thousand dollars, for the faithful execution of the duties of 
his office, and shall reside at such place in said territory as 
shall be designated by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States shall be authorized to appoint, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, any number of 
Indian agents, not exceeding tour in number, who shall hold 
their offices for four years, unless sooner removed by the 
President; and who shall give bond, with two or more secu 
rities, in the penal sum of four thousand dollars, for the faith- 
ful execution of the same, and shall receive the annual com 
pensation of fifteen hundred dollars; and who shall reside 
at such places, and superintend such Indian tribe or tiibes, 
in the Oregon territory, as shall be designated by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a competent num- 


| ber of interpreters, with a salary not exceeding four hundred 


dollars each, may be employed under the same rules, regu- 
lations, and restrictions as are now required by law for sim 
ilar offices; and also blacksmiths, not exceeding four in 
number, with a compensation not exceeding four hundred 
dollars each annually, shall be employed, to be located at 


| such places, and to perform such work, as shall be desig- 
, hated by the Presicent of the United States. 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That said superintend 
ent of Indian affairs may be entrusted with the execution of 
any duties deemed necessary and proper for the protection 
of the settlements in Oregon, under the direction of the 
President, not inconsistent with existing treaty stipulations ; 
and shall, within his superintendency, exereise a general 
supervision and eontrol over the official conduct and ac 
counts of all officers and persons employed by the Govern- 
ment in the Indian department, under such regulations as 
shall be established by the President of the United States, 
and may suspend such officers and persons from their office 
and employments for reasons forthwith to be communicated 
to the Secretary of Wat. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the laws now 
in foree, appertaining to the duties and powers of superin- 


| tendents, agents, interpreters, and other persons employed 
| by the Government in the Indian country east of the Rocky 


Mountains, shall be applicable to the officers created by this 
act, as far as the same may be consistent with the existing 
treaty stipulations of this Government. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That in order the more 
effectually to cultivate peace and preserve a good under- 
standing With the various tribes of Indians west of the 
Rocky Mountains, in addition to the powers heretofore con 
ferred in the Indian country, the superintendent in the Ore- 
gon territory shall be vested with the authority to arrest, oF 
cause to be arrested, any citizen or other person who shall 
send, carry, or deliver any talk, speech, message, letter, 01 
sign, to or from any Indian tribe, nation, chief, or individual, 
with an intent to produce a contravention or infraction of any 
treaty, or to disturb the peace and tranquillity of the United 
States, or of said Indian tribes, and brought before him ; and 
if, upon inquiry and full investigation, the superintendent 
shall be clearly satisfied of the guilt of the accused, he shall 
cafise such punishment to be inflicted as in his judgment may 
he deemed just and right, not extending in any case to lite 
or limb: Provided, however, That the party accused shail 
have the privilege of summoning and examing the witnesses 
both for and against him, and of confronting his accusers ou 
the trial: 4nd provided further, That the superintendent 
shall in every case report forthwith a full account of all the 
facts and his proceedings thereon to the Secretary of War. | 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of 


| promoting the moral improvement, and of preventing dis- 


turbances of the peace between American citizens and the 
various Indian tribes, the President shall be, and he is here- 
by. authorized to cause any of the friendly Indians on the 
route to the Oregon territory, as well as west of the Rocky 
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Mountains, to be furnished with useful domestic animals 
ind implements Of | husbandry, or with goods, as he shall 
think proper : Provided, ‘The whole amount of such presents 
hall not exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars, and a de- 
a ted and specific account of the distribution provided for in 
oe se shall be kept and regularly returned tothe Secretary 


¢ War, attested in such manner as may be prescribed by ° 


the President: And provided, The said distribution shall be 
made by the proper officers of Government, without addi- 
tionalexpense. | ‘ , 
” Sec. 8 And he it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause such rations as he shall judge proper, to be issued, 
under such regulations as he shall think fit to establish, to 
Indians Who may visit the superintendency or agencies in 
the Oregon territory 5 and a special account of these issues 
siall be kept and rendered, and in no case shall the sum 
thus expended exceed two thousand dollars in one year. 
cer. 9. 4nd he it further enacted, That convenient build- 
ua shall be erected for the residence of the superintendent 
aad the different agents in the territory of Oregon, under 
the direction of the Secretary of War; and for this purpose 
amount not exceeding three thousand dollars shall be 
n ided. 
— 10. And be it further enacted, That the sum of thirty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
oto’ any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
for the purpose of carrying this act into effect. 


The first section of the bill being under consid- 
eration, 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved to amend 
it by reducing the salary of the Superintendent of 
Indian affairs from $4,000 to $2,000. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said he did not sup- 
pose that the committee or the House would attrib- 
ute to him any disposition to favor extravagant 


salaries. He desired, however, to be liberal in this | 


case, because he thought that the public service 
required liberality. ‘The service to be performed 
was of a delicate nature, and would require an in- 
dividual of such a character as that entire confi- 
dence could be placed in him. The Hudson Bay 
Company at this time had almost the entire con- 
‘rol of the Oregon Indians. We wanted a man of 
firmness, intelligence, and character. Through 
the Indian agent had to be derived almost all the 
authentic information given to the Government; 
and we all knew how very important such inform- 
ation at this time would be. The bill ought not 
to authorize such a salary as would enable the 
President to tender the office to any upstart who 
wight want a place; but such a salary as would 
command the services of a man fit and competent 
to be President of the United States. Such aman 
would not be willing to break up his business 
connexions, and leave his home for such a distant 
region for the salary proposed by the gentleman 
‘rom ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jonnson.]| He (Mr. T.) 
hoped the amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. A. JOHNSON said he had no desire to 


embarrass the bill, but he had proposed the amend- |! 


ment under a conviction thata salary of $4,000 
was altogether too much. The position itself was 
worth a fortune without one dollar of salary; and 
a salary of $2,000 was ample to secure the services 
ofany man competent to discharge the duties of 
ine office. 

Mr. THURMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out $2,000 and inserting $3,000. 

And (Mr. T. said) he would briefly assign his 
reasons for the motion. This Indian agent or su- 
perintendent was not an officer appointed under 
ordinary circumstances. He wou to a certain 
extent, have to see the laws executed in the Ore- 
von territory. He ought to be a superior man, 
fora good deal would depend upon him. Much 
in relation to the peace of that country would de- 
pend upon him; much, whether there should be a 
conflict there or not. He ought, therefore, to be a 


man of ability, weight of character, and sound judg- | 


ment, and not a man of mere ordinary intellect. 
He thought, under these circumstances, that $3,000 
would be a proper remuneration. 

Mr. A. JOHNSON here suggested that a mo- 
tion should first be submitted to strike out the sum 
altogether, leaving a blank. It could then be filled 


ip with such sum as the committee might think | 


oe ny 
he motion took that form, and the question 
thereon having been taken and decided in the af- | 


firmative— 
rhe amount was stricken out. 


Mr, THURMAN then moved to fill the blank 
with the sum of $3,000. 


| for this section. 


| $750. These sub-agents, with the assistance of 


| positive. 


/ could be 
erally men that were runners through the country, 
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Mr. SEDDON indicated a motion to strike out 
the sixth section. 

The motion was not in order at this time, but is 
recurred to hereafier. 

No further amendment having been offered to 
the first section, it was passed over. 

And the second section having been read— 

Mr. YANCEY moved to strike out the sum of 
$1,500 (the salary of the Indian agents) and insert 
$1,000. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON believed (he said) 
that $1,500 was the salary received by all the In- 
dian agents on this side of the mountains. Surely 
the House would not give less to those on the other 
side. If any discrimination at all was to be made, 
he thought it should be in favor of those agents, 
who were farthest removed from the settlements. 

Mr. YANCEY was understood to say that he 


| was willing to carry out the reduction, in any 


proper bill, to all the agents alike. 
Mr. McK AY could not (he said) see the neces- 
sity of this second section. ‘The act of 1834 autho- 


|| rized the appointment of Indian agents, to be located 


on this side of the mountains. But there was 
another provision, which gave authority to the 
President to appoint any number of sub-agents, to 
be located west of the Rocky Mountains. He (Mr. 
McK.) submitted, that under the power which the 
President already possessed, to appoint as many 
sub-agents as he pleased, there was no necessity 

Their compensation was fixed at 


the interpreters, for whose appointment the bill 
provided, were just as competent to perform the 
service required as agents. 

Mr. PETTIT was here understood to inquire, 
whether the President had not, by virtue of the 
law to which the gentleman referred, already ap- 


| pointed an Indian agent west of the Rocky Mount- 


ains? 

Mr. McKAY said such was the fact. 

There was another provision in the same act, 
which authorized the President to require any offi- 


| cer of the army to perform the duty of Indian agent. 


There were many gentlemen here, (as had been 


| demonstrated in the course of recent debates,) who 


thought that there were a great many supernumer- 


| aries in the army, who had no particular duty to 
| attend to. If this was the case, and if (as he trusted) 
it was not likely that we should have a war, why 
|| could not these duties be performed by those super- 
_numerary military officers ? 


The law empowering 
the President to employ them was express and 
He moved to strike out the section. 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said that the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] was cor- 


| rect in stating that the President had the power to 
| appoint as many sub-agents as he thought proper, 
| and that their salary was fixed at $750. ( 

| ject of this bill was to limit the number of agents 
| to be appointed by the Government to a number 


‘he ob- 


not exceeding four. The reason why the com- 


| mittee increased the grade was, that these officers 


were scattered at great distances from each other, 
(such was the information received from the State 
Department;) and the committee thought that the 


| highest grade of agents should be appointed—men 


of character, in whom perfect trust and confidence 
reposed. These sub-agents were gen- 


and not such as he was willing to trust in the 
delicate state of the relations which existed in that 
country, where the Hudson Bay Company kept 


| the Indians, whose good opinion we were anxious 
| to secure, in pay. 


It was of the utmost moment 
that we should do so—that we should leave no 
effort untried to win them over. Therefore it was 
that these appointments should be filled by a better 
order of men. The agents, as provided in this bill, 


| would have to go before the Senate; whereas sub- 


agents could be appointed from any quarter. There 
would necessarily be more care and circumspec- 
tion in the appointment of the former than of the 
latter. The number of Indians was large; their 
exact number was not accurately ascertained, but 
the tribes numbered some fifteen or twenty, and 
were scattered over the country for many hundred 
miles. 

As to the employment of supernumerary officers. 


the salaries. 


| never heard of. 
| hung and tried afterwards, but this outstripped 
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of this kind; but he did not consider that the Pres- 


ident had the power to detach them for this pur- 
pose; and if he had, they would still have to re- 
ceive their compensation. 

Mr. McKAY referred to page 360 of the report 
of Elijah White, who (Mr. McKay remarked) had 
accepted the appointinent of sub-agent, at the com- 
pensation of $750. 

Mr. THOMPSON said it was true: and it was 
also true that Mr. White had now a claim before 
Congress, and which had been favorably reported 
on in the Senate, for the sum of seven thousand 
dollars. After twelve hundred dollars had been 
paid to him, which was the utmost sum that it 
was in the power of the department to allow, he 
now said that he had spent seven thousand dollars 
beyond the $1,200 paid to him. 

Mr. McK AY. On what ground? 

Mr. THOMPSON. On the ground of the great 
expense to which he was subjected. The journey 
took him at least four months, and he says it wel! 
nigh ruined him; and he now appeals to Congress 
for relief. I want to get rid of all claims of this 
description. 

Mr. YANCEY said the fact that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs have reported that this man, Mr. 


| White, is entitled to $7,000 extra, pretty conclu- 


sively proved that the House ought not to take, 
without looking into it, all that was recommended 
by that committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON (in his seat.) 
committee of the Senate. 

Mr. YANCEY (resuming.) Yes. The com- 
mittee of the Senate. To the committee of the 
House I am willing to give a little more credit. 
He thought $1,500 was more than was necessary 
for these Indian agents. The first Heutenants of 
the army received $1,000 a year, and some of the 
first men in the country were in these offices. And 
surely we could get intelligent and competent men 
who would take this office for this sum. He iu- 
sisted on his amendment. 

Mr. ROBERTS said, it should be recollected 
that lieutenants in the army had prospects of ad- 
vancement and promotion, whereas these Indian 
agents had none. A lieutenant, therefore, could 
well afford to take $1,000, when that sum would 
scarcely subsist an agent west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND, (very imperfectly heard 
from the position in which he addressed the Chair, ) 
was understood to refer to the Oregon jurisdiction 
bill which had passed the House on Saturday, and 
to say that, though he had not attacked it, yet he 
had not voted for it. He thought that in many of 
its provisions it was dangerous and exceptionable. 
Hie considered this as a still more exceptionable 
bill; and he thought that after the statement that 
had been made by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. MceKay,] the section ought to be 
struck out, or that if anything of it was left, it 
should be the mere regulation of the compensation 
of agents and sub-agents. The fifth section of the 
bill last under discussion provided for the appoint- 
ment of Superintendent of Indian Affairs, of agents 
and of sub-agents; and the only defect of the sec- 
tion was, that it did not provide what the salaries 
should be. All, therefore, that was required ina 
bill of this kind would be some regulation as to 
He thought that the salary of $4,000 
for the Superintendent of Indian Affairs was too 
much. 

It seemed to him that an examination of this 
bill must satisfy the minds of gentlemen that many 
of its provisions were in conflict with the Consti- 
tution of the United States, if not with existing 


It was the 


| treaties between the United States and Great Brit- 


ain. Look at the sixth section. Let any gentle- 


man demonstrate, if he could, how that section 


conformed to the Constitution in relation to the 
trial and punishment of crimes. He had wholly 
misconceived its meaning and purpose, if it did 
not direct the trial and punishment of a man with- 
out jury. A more preposterous thing he had 
‘ He had heard of a man being 


even that absurdity. He repeated, that all that 
was necessary to be done was to provide for the 
compensation of these officers, and to limit their 


Se 


a memes a ee ar lanl 


a Oe 


oh aT 


@ 
is 
2 


Vhich motion—by ayes 65, noes 54—was 
agreed to, 


Mr. BRODHEAD now moved to substitute 
$4,000 instead of $3,000. 
he motion was not in order. 


| We had at this time no part of the army in Oregon. 
It would not do now to detach these officers from 
the army, even if the President had the power to 
do so, which he doubted. Whilst attached to the 
army, they could, to be sure, perform any service 


number. Further than that he was opposed to 
going; and if the bill was reported to the House 
in its present form, he should vote against it. 
Representing, as he did, a people as anxious as 
any other to have the whole of Oregon, and nothing 
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less, he yet felt it due to himself to make these 
few remarks in explanation of his course and his 
votes, 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Yancey; which, by ayes 79, noes not count- 
ed, was agreed lo, 

‘The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
MeKay; and, having been decided in the aflirma- 
tive, the second section was stricken out. 

The third section being under consideration— 

Mr. YANCEY moved to amend it by limiting 
the number of interpreters to four. 

Vir. JACOB TELOMPSON said he was willing. 

Mr. McK AY suevested that it would be better 
to leave the matter discretionary with the President. 

Mr. YANCEY said he perceived that the num- 
ber of blacksmiths was limited to four, and he 
thourht the avents might be limited to the same 
Four, he presumed, would be sufficient; 
and if aless number was required, the President 


htinboer, 


would make the appointments accordingly. 

Mr. McK AY moved to reduce the pay of the 
interpreters from &400 to S300. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. JACOB 
"THOMPSON and McKAY, 

‘The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Yawne KY, and it was rejected. 


And the curyie nde itof Mr. McK AY Was agreed 


‘To the fourth and fifth sections no amendments 
were offered 
And the sixth section being under consideration, 
Mr. THURMAN moved the following substi- 
tule 
“That any person who shall send, carry, or de- 
‘liver any talk, speech, message, letter, or sign, to 
‘or from any Indian tribe, nation, chief, or indi- 
than intent to produce a contravenuon 
‘or infraction of any treaty to which the United 
es are a party, or to disturb the peace and 
* tranquillity of the United States, or of said Indian 
‘tribes, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and, 


‘ ‘ 
Liprorp Canny 


tion thereof, shall be fined in any sum 
‘not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imMpris- 
‘onment for any lume not exceeding three years; 

hereby made the duty of the superin- 
*tendent, hereby creat l, to cause all such offend- 
ted and brought to trial before the 
‘proper tribunal Provided, That nothing in this 

net ial apply to any Indian whatsoever, or to 
‘any subject of Great Britain during the existence 
‘ol the convention of 1827, between the United 
‘States and Great Britain, relative to the territory 
west of the Stony Mountains.’”’ 

Vir. SEDDON moved to strike out the said sec- 
tion. 


Sand it 1 


er to be arres 


‘ 


SECRET-SERVICE 

Mr. BAYLY ros 
the President of the United States, which he was 
sure the House would desire to hear read, was 
Iie moved, therefore, that the com- 


FUND AND MR. WEBSTER. 


and said that a messare from 


now waitin 


mutteee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported. . 

And the Speaker being in the chair, 

A messace in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of J. 
K. Walker, Esq., his Private Secretary, and which 
was read as follows: 

To the Hlouse of Re; resentative 

Ihave considered the resolution of the House of Repre 
sentafives of the {th instant, by which I am requested ** to 

eause to be furnished to that House an account of all pay 

ments made on Presidents’ certificates from the fund ap- 
‘ propriated by law, through the agency of the State Depart 
*ment, for the contingent « Xpenses of foreign intercourse, 
‘trom the 4th of Maren, 1841, until the retirement of Daniel 
‘Webster from the Department of State, with copies of all 
‘entries, receipts, letters, vouchers, memorandums, or other 
‘evidence of such payments, to whom paid, for what, and 
‘particularty all concerning the northeastern boundary dis 
pute with Great Britain.’’ 

With an auxious desire to furnish to the House any intor 
mation requested by that body which may be in the Execu- 
tive departments, [I have felt bound by a sense of public duty 
to inquire how far I could with propriety, or consistently 
with the existing laws, respond to therr call. 

The usual annual appropriation * for the contingent ex- 
peuses of mtercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations’? has been disbursed sinee the date of the act of May 
, 1810, in pursuance of its provisions, 

By the third section of that act it is provided— 

“That when any sum or sums of money shall be drawn 
‘from the treasury, uuder any law making appropriation for 
‘the contingent expenses of intercourse between the United 
* States and foreign nations, the President shall be, and he 
‘is hereby, authorized to cause the same to be duly settled 
*annially with the accounting officers of the treasury, in the 
‘manner following—that is to say, by causing the same to 
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‘be accounted for specially in all instances wherein the ex- 
‘penditure thereof may, in his judgment, be made public, 
aud by making a certificate of the amount of such expendi- 
tures as he may think it advisable not to specify; and every 
such certificate shall be deemed asufficient voucher for the 
sum Orsums therein expressed to have been expended.” 
Two distinct classes of expenditure are authorized by this 
law; the one of a public, and the other of a private and 
confidential character. The President im oilice at the time 
of the expenditure, is made by the law the sole judge whether 
it shall be public or private. Such sums are to be “ ac- 
counted for specially in all instances wherein the expendi- 
ture thereofimay, in his judgment, be made public.’? Ail 
expenditures “accounted for specially”? are settled at the 
treasury upon vouchers, and not on “ Presidents’ certifi- 
cates,” and, like all other public accounts, are subject to be 
called for by Congress, and are open to public examination. 
liad information as respects this class of expenditures been 
ealled tor by the resolution of the House, it would have been 
promptly communicated. 


“ 


Congress foreseeing that it might become necessary and 
proper to apply portions of this tund for objects, the original 
accounts and vouciiers for which could noi be * made pub- 
jie’? without, injury to the public interest, authorized the 
President, instead of such accounts and vouchers, to make 
a certificate of the amount “ of such expenditures as he may 
think it advisable not to specify,” and have provided that 
‘every such certificate shall be deemed a suticient voucher 
for the sum or suins therein expressed to have been ex- 
pended.’ 

‘The law making these provisions is in full force. It is 
binding upon all the departments of the Government, and 
especially upon the Executive, whose duty it is * to take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed.’’ In the exerci-e 
of the discretion lodged by it in the Executive, several of my 
predecessors have made “certilieates” of the amount * of 

uch expenditures as they bave thought it advisable not to 

peeily,” and upon these certificates, as the only veuchers, 
svtticments have been made at the treasury. 

Ii appears that within the period specified in the resolu- 
tion of the House, certificates were given by my immediate 
predecessor, Upon Which settlements lave been made at the 
treasury, amounting to five thousand four hundred and sixty 
dolhut He has solemnly determined that the objects and 
items of these expenditures should not be made public, and 
lats given his certificate to that effect, which are piaced upon 
the records of the country. Under the direct authority of 

in existing law, he lias exercised the power of placing these 
expenditures under the seal of confidence, and the whole 
matter was terminated before [ caine into office. An in- 
portant question arises whether a subsequent President, 
either Voluntaciy or at the request of one branch of Con- 
gress, Cana, Without a violation of the spirit of the law, re- 
vise the acts of his predecessor, and expose to publie view 
that which he had determined should not be “ made pub- 
lie.?? If not a matier of strict duty, it would certainly be 
isafe geucral rule that this should not be done. Indeed, it 
may weil happen, and probably would happen, that the 
President for the time being would not be in possession of 
the information upon which his predecessor acted, and could 
not therefore have the meaus of judging whether he had 
exereised his diseretion wisely or not. The law requires no 
other voucher but the President’s certificate, and there is 
nothing in its provisions which requires any “ entries, re- 
ceipts, letters, vouchers, memorandums, or other evidence 
f such payments,” to be preserved in the Executive depart- 
ment. The President who makes the “ certificate”? may, if 
lie chooses, keep all the information and evidence upon 
which he acts in his own possession. If, for the informa- 
tion of his suceessors, he shall leave the evidence on which 
lie acts, and the items of the expenditures which make up 
the sum for which he has given his “ certificate,’ on the 
confidential files of one of the Executive departments, they 
do not, in any proper sense, become thereby public records. 
They are never seen or examined by the accounting officers 
of the treasury, when they settle an account on the * Presi- 
dent’s certificate.” The first Congress of the United States, 
on the Ist of July, 1790, passed an act “ providing the means 
of intercourse between the United States and foreign na- 
tions,”? by which a similar provision to that which now 
eXists was made for the settlement of such expenditures as, 
iit the judgment of the President, ought not to be made pub 
lic. "This act was limited in its duration. It was continued 
for a limited term in 1793; and between that time and the 
date of the act of May 1, 1810, which is now in force, the 
sume provision Was revived and continued. Expenditures 
were made and settled under Presidential certificates, in 
pursuance of these laws. 

Ifthe President may answer the present call, he must an- 
swer similar calls for every such expenditure of a confiden- 
tial character, made under every Administration, in war and 


in peace, from the organization of the Government to the | 


present period. ‘To break the seal of confidence imposed by 
the law, and heretofore uniformly preserved, would be sub- 
versive of the very purpose for which the law was enacted, 
and might be productive of the most disastrous consequences. 
The expenditures of this confidential character, itis believed, 
were never before sought to be made public; and [ should 
greatly apprehend the consequences of establishing a prece- 
dent which would render such disclosures hereatter inevit- 
able. 

fam fully aware of the strong and correct public feeling 
which exists throughout the country against secrecy of any 
kind in the administration of the Government, and especially 
in reference to public expenditures; yet our foreign negotia- 
tions are Wisely and properly confined to the knowledge of 
the Executive during their pendency. Our laws require the 
aceounts of every particular expenditure to be rendered and 
publicly settled at the Treasury Department. The single ex- 
ception Which eXists is, not that the amount embraced under 
Presidents’ certificates shall be withheld from the public, 
but merely that the items of which these are composed shall 
not be divulged. To this extent, and no further, is secrecy 
observed. 

The laudable vigilance of the people in regard to all the 
expenditures of the Government, as well as a sense of duty 
on the part of the President, and a desire to retain the good 
opinion of his fellow-citizens, will prevent any sum expend- 


ed from being accounted for by the President’s certificate, | 


| been closed, have been settled upon regular vouchers. 
| other public accounts are settied at the treasury. 
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unless in cases of urgent necessity. Such certificates jaye 
therefore been resorted to but seldom throughout our past 
history. 

For my own part, I have not caused any account w hat 
ever to be settled on a Presidential certificate. [have hag 
no occasion rendering it necessary,in my judgment, t  inake 
such a certificate ; and it would be an extreme case hich 
would ever induce me to exercise this authority: vetif sue s 
a case should arise, it would be my duty to assume ty 
responsibility devolved on me by the law. 

During my Administration, all expenditures for contipe 


wey 
3en 


expenses of foreign intercourse, in which the accounts jay, 


as a! 


It may be alleged that the power of impeachment belopes 
to the House of Representatives, and that, with a vi 3 
the exercise of this power, that House has the right 1 
vestigate the conduct of all public officers under the ¢ 
ernment. This is cheerfully admitted. In such a case. | 
safety of the Republic would be the supreme law: and» 
power of the House in the pursuit of this object would per 
trate into the most secret recesses of the Executive de 
ments. It could command the attendance of any and e. 
agent of the Government, and compel them to produce i) 
papers, public or private, official or unotticial, and to testy 
on oath to all facts within their knowledge. Bat even in 4 
case of that Kind, they would adopt all wise precautions to 
prevent the exposure of all such matters, the publication 
which might injuriously affect the public interest. except eo 
far as this might be necessary to accomplish the great ends 
of public justice. If the House of Representatives, as 
grand inquest of the nation, should at any time have : 
to believe that there has been malversation in office. by 
improper use or application of the public money by a pub 
olhicer, and should think proper to institute an inquiry int 
the matter, all the archives and papers of the Executive 
partments, public or private, would be subject to the insp 
tion and control of a committee of their body, and every 
facility in the power of the Executive be afforded to en 
them to prosecute the investigation. 

The experience of every nation on earth has demonstra 

| ted thatemergencies may arise in which it becomes ab-olut 
ly necessary tor the public safety or the public good, to mak 
expenditures, the very object of which would be deteated 
publicity. Some Governments have very large amounts at 
their disposal, and have made vastly greater expenditur 
than the small amounts which have from time to time been 
accounted for on Presidents? certificates. In no nation is 
the application of such sums ever made public. In time of 
war, Or impending danger, the situation of the country 
make it necessary to employ individuals for the purpose of 
obtaining information, or rendering other important services, 
who could never be prevailed upon to act if they entertain 
ed the least apprehension that their names or their agency 
would in any contingency be divulged. So it may often | 
come necessary to incur an expenditure for an object highly 
useful to the country ; for example, the conclusion of a treaty 
with a barbarian Power, whose customs require on such oc 
casion the use of presents; but this object might be alto 
gether defeated by the intrigues of other Powers, if our pur 
poses were to be made known by the exhibition of the origi- 
nal papers and vouchers to the accounting officers of the 
treasury. It would be easy to specify other cases which 
may occur in the history of a great nation, in its intercourst 
with other nations, wherein it might become absolutely ne 
cessary to incur expenditures for objects which could never 
be accomplished, if it were suspected, in advance, that the 
items of expenditure, and the agencies employed, would b 
made public. 

Actuated, undoubtedly, by considerations of this kind, 
Congress provided such a fund, coeval with the organization 
of the Government, and subsequently enacted the biw ot 
1810, as the permanent law of the land. While this law ex 
ists in full force, I feel bound, by a high sense of public pol 
icy and duty, to observe its provisions, and the uniforin prac- 
tice of my predecessors, under it. With great respect jor 
the House of Representatives, and an anxious desire to con 
form to their wishes, I am constrained to come to Ulis cou 
clusion. 

If Congress disapprove the policy of the law, they may 
repeal its provisions. 

In reply to that portion of the resolution of the House 
which calls for “ copies of whatever communications were 
‘ made from the Secretary of State during the last session ot 
‘ the 27th Congress, particularly February, 1843, to Mr. Cush- 
‘ing and Mr. Adams, members of the Committee of Wis 
‘ House on Foreign Affairs, of the wish of the President ot 
‘the United States to institute a special mission to Grew 

| * Britain,’ I have to state that no such communications, oF 
| copies of them, are found in the Department of State. 

“ Copies of all letters on the books of the Department o 
‘ State, to any officer of the United States, or any person i! 

| ‘ New York, concerning Alexander McLeod,” which are also 
| called for by the resolution, are herewith communicated 
JAMES K. POLK. 


Son 


WASHINGTON, April 20, 1846. 


The reading of the accompanying correspond 
ence was dispensed with. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents be laid on the 
table, and printed; but, after a brief conversauon, 
waived the motion at the request of 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, who said, if the House 
wished to hear the further reading he had no oe 
jection. But he presumed, from what he had 
‘heard of the communication, that the reading 

| would take some time. It related only to te 
McLeod case, and it will undoubtedly be muc! 
| better understood when printed. 

Mr. I. wished to say a very few words upon 
|| this question of printing, which opened the de bate 
at this time, but it was a duty he owed the House, 
and perhaps himself, to say a few words on this 
occasion. 
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The President (said Mr. 1.) has answered the 
resolution I submitted in a way that to me is unex- 

rected, and therefore, and only therefore, it is that 
deem it necessary to say anything. I shall 
premise What I have to say by this Statement. 
Some strong eXpressions have fallen from mem- 
bers here as to the part that was taken, or supposed 
to be taken, in this matter by me. A member 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] spoke of a 
conspiracy; and a member from Connecticut, [Mr. 

Dixon, | in the course of some impertinent obser- 
vations, mentioned the other day—lI do not recol- 
lect what, nor do I care—that other persons were 
combined with me in the movement. It is proper 
that | should say, therefore, that if there is a con- 
spirator, [ am the only one. That neither the 
President of the United States, nor the Secretary 
of State, Who was absent, nor the acting Secretary 
of State at the time of the adoption of the resolu- 
tions which I submitted, (with whom I had some 
slivit intercourse, which I will mention,) knew 
anything at all of this matter. Among all the hard 
things that have been said of me, I am not aware 
that my truth has ever been called in question; but 
when the coarse contradiction to which I was sub- 
iected from another place, instead of being stung, 
‘as the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wiv- 
vior| has said,al was at least stimulated to an 
effort to vindicate my truth; and for that purpose, 
[ went to the Department of State, with no idea of 
discovering what I did. I went for the purpose of 
ascertaining What correspondence there was upon 
the subject of the McLeod case, (which the Pres- 
ident has thought proper to give to-day,) and what 
correspondence, or letter, was there to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and to 
Mr. Cushing, (for they are named in the same ea- 
try on the journal,) respecting a special mission 
to England. I say no more than this: that in 
looking for these papers, in particular for that let- 
ter, it could not be found; and in some extent of 
research, which was required upon it, to my great 
amazement, | came upon other papers, which led 
me the next day in this House, without taking 
counsel of any human being, to move the resolu- 
tions, and state what I did state. I took no coun- 
sel but of my own pillow that night, and the next 
day came into this House without the knowledge 
of a human being, and moved the resolutions, in 
which it would seem from the President’s answer 
there were words—to wit: ‘* Presidents’ certifi- 
cates’’—which I was not sufficiently acquainted 
with the subject to have omitted—which were 
objectionable. I will speak of that before I sit 
down. 

But first, as to what the President has commu- 
nicated. I stated that a special mission had been 
called for for the purpose of settling the Oregon ques- 
tion; and I seoielel to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Hotmes,] who was sitting near 
me, and to the venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. ess who were both members of 
this House, and of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs at that time, for the proof of what I said, 
neither of whom denied it. 

When this subject was mentioned in this House 
by the member from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon,] 
he said that it had not been denied by Mr. Web- 
ster, Sir, said 1, that is not the fact. It was 
grossly denied. The reported language is, “ this 
is another falsehood ;” these are the very words: 
“Mr. L. says, nobody disputes it. I dispute it, 
‘said Mr. Webster. 


If he refers to the venera- || 


‘ble gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. aan) 


‘for confirmation of his statement, I fancy he wil 
‘not get that confirmation.’’ I will thank the 
Clerk to read the entry of the Journal, (which the 
House has authorized me to bring here,) and there 
they will find, in the handwriting of the venerable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, all I said upon that 
subject. 

The Clerk here read the following: 

SATURDAY, 25th February, 1843.—Present, Adams, Cush- 


ing, Everett, Granger, Caruthers, Meriwether, Holmes. 
Meeting called by the chairman yesterday. He was una- 


bie to notify Mr. Stuart; Mr. Shepperd absent from indispo- | 


sition. 


Resolutions in relation to the Oregon territory of the Le- 


gislatures of Missouri and of Illinois were read; with refer- 
ence to which, and to a communication from the Secretary 


of State to Mr. Cushing and Mr. Adams, of the wish of the | 


President of the United States to institute a special mission 
to Great Britain, 

he chairman moved that he be instructed to move in the 
House, as an amendment to the civil and diplomatic appro- 
riation bill, now under consideration in committee of the 
Vhole on the state of the Union, an appropriation of $13,000 


for outfit and salary of a special Envoy Extraordinary to 
Great Britain, ifthe President should deem it necessary or 
expedient to institute such a mission. 
|} On this motion, 

Adams, Cushing, Holmes, voted ay. 

Everett, Granger, Caruthers, Meriwether, voted nay. 

But two members of the committee being abseat, the final 
vote was postponed to the meeting on Tuesday next. 

Resolutious of the Legislature of Alabama in favor of the 
annexation of Texas to this Union, and sundry petitions 
against that measure referred to this committee being con- 
sidered, Mr. Adams moved that the chairman be instructed 
to report thereon to the House the following resolutions. 


Tuespay, 2th February, 1343.—Present, Adams, Cushing, 
Everett, Granger, Stuart, Shepperd, Meriwether, Holmes, 
Caruthers—all the members. 

The question of moving an appropriation for an outfit 
and salary for a special mission to Great Britain was decided 
in the negative. 

Ayes—Adams, Holmes, Cushing. 

Nays—Everett, Granger, Shepperd, Stuart, Caruthers, 
Meriwether. 


Adjourned to Thursday, 2d March, at 9 A. M, 


The House will perceive, therefore, Mr. Speak- 
er, (said Mr. I.,) that in the handwriting of the 
gentieman from Massachusetts what I said upon 
that subject is verified, and that is all | desire to 
say upon it. 

With respect (if 1 may be allowed here to allude 
to it) toa speech that was made soon after in Balu 
more upon the subject of a commercial treaty 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and (Mr. I. yielding) 
requested of the gentleman to produce the letter 
which he had insisted was addressed to him (Mr. 
Bi) by the Secretary of Siate at that time, propo- 
sing this appropriation. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I request of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to produce the note which he 
announced in the entry as (1 think) a written com- 
munication. What are the words there? (asked 

| Mr. L. of the Clerk.) 

| ‘The extract from the above record of the Journal 
was again read, in which ** a communication from 
the Secretary of State to Mr. Cushing and Mr. 
Adams,”’ &c., is spoken of, 

Mr. ADAMS (Mr. I. again yielding) said the 

| fact that there was an application from the Secre- 
tary of State for an appropriation for a special 
minister to Great Britain, was undoubtedly true; 
| and that the appropriation requested, from the Sec- 
| retary of State, at the direction of the President, 
was considered in the committee and rejected by 
| the committee, was also true. 

That any written communication to him from 
the Secretary of State took place, he had no recol- 
| lection of, and he did not believe; and if there had 
| been such a communication, it would have rested 
| in the committee-room, together with these entries 
| that were made in my own hand. 

With respect to the fact whether this communi- 
cation was made by the Secretary of State in wri- 
ting or verbally, he did not know that there was 
any importance connected with the fact. Had he 
been asked when the gentleman offered his resolu- 
tions to say whether such a transaction took place, 
he should have answered it instantly. What the 
| gentleman proposed to make of it he did not know. 
| it was possible, though, that there might have been 
| acommunication from the Secretary of State to Mr. 
Cushing. He did not undertake to say as to that 
with perfect positiveness, 

But so far as related to any secrecy in this trans- 
action, Mr. A. never considered there was any, 
nor that there was any treason in it, nor anything 
more than the ordinary sort of communication from 
the Executive Department to the Committee ou 
Foreign Affairs, 

Mr. INGERSOLL (resuming) said he knew 
' nothing at all of this matter except what was writ- 
ten in the handwriting of the gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetts upon the minutes of what might be 

called the Journal of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs at the time. He did not know that it was 
a secret at thattime. His attention was called to it 
by a gentleman not now a member of this House. 
He certainly supposed that there was a written 
communication, because the gentleman knew as 
well as he did that the President of the United 
States never, he supposed, calls on Congress 
through one of its committees for so important an 
act as the appropriation of a large sum of money 
in order to send a special mission to a foreign coun- 
try without making the communication in writing. 
And what brought him into acquaintance with some 
other facts, was going to the department to find 
| that letter. He did not find it there, and he was 
| informed it could not be found. And he confessed 





\| it excited some surprise in his mind. 
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The House would recollect that he said, when 
he spoke upon the Oregon question, that that diffi- 
culty was an unfortunate legacy from the Maine 
difficulty. Lord Ashburton came here for the 
purpose of settling both; and the language of Lord 
Aberdeen on that subject is certainly remarkable. 
Lord Ashburton came here to settle both: he did 
not settle both. My impression, | confess, was— 
and I saw no very great impropriety in it—that 
between Lord Ashburton and Mr. Webster, as 
there were no protocols, as the whole proceeding 
was informal, conversational, and confidential, I 
believe, in a great measure, and never communica- 
ted to the public tll it was subsequently written 
down—that there was anagreement. | thought it 
very likely that they had agreed that the Oregon 
question should be left for future action, and fora 
Special mission to Great Britain, as the Maine 
question was then settled by a special mission to 
this country. And the language I find here of 
Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Fox is a little remarkable. 
It will be found at the 139th page of the Presi- 
dent’s Message and accompanying documents com- 
municated to Congress at the conimencement of the 
present session: 

**[ speak of the line of boundary west of the Rocky Moun 
tains. 

* You are aware that Lord Ashburton was furnished with 
specific and detailed instructions, with respeet to the tre 
ment of this point ot difference between the two Gover - 
ments, in the general negotiations with which he is intrusted, 
and which he has brought to a satisfactory issue. 

* For reasons which it is not necessary here to state at 
length, that point, after having been made the subject of 
conference with the American Secretary of State, was not 
further pressed. The main ground alleged by his lordship 
for abstaining from proposing to carry on the ciscussion with 
respect to the question of the northwestern boundary, was 
the apprehension lest, by so doing, the settlement of the far 
more important matter of the northeastern boundary should 
be impeded, or exposed to the hazard of failure.”’ 

I stated this (said Mr. I.) because I believed it to 
be a fact, and I think I have abundantly proved it. 

The next subject on which the President has 
made an answer, is the case of McLeod; and on 
this, also, | wish to say a few words, I stated, 
on what I believe strong authority, that the Exec- 
utive of the United States had attempted to infla- 
ence the constituted authorities of the State of New 
York to prevent the trial and procure the release 
of McLeod. That is the substance of what I 
stated. I stated, if Iam not mistaken, that a letter 
marked ‘ private’’ was sent from the Secretary of 
State to the Governor of New York. I acknowl- 
edge that, in the course of my statement, some 
things that I knew had not been personally said 
by the Secretary of State were mentioned as pro- 
ceeding from him, beeause he directed them to be 
sent, was the prime mover in the whole business, 
and whatever was said by his agent was in faet 
said by him. I have another motive for stating 
this: | know that the bearer of the public instruc- 
tions, a gentleman highly esteemed, whose mame 
I did not desire to connect at all with this transac- 
tion, whom I believe incapable of doing anything 
wrong—but I did not wish to introduce the name 
of Mr. Crittenden at all—I know that gentleman 
has, within a few days, explained his agency in 
this transaction, and | cannot perceive any very 


great difference between Mr. Crittenden and 
myself. I will ask the Clerk to read a few lines 


from a New York newspaper, which some kind 
friend has sent to me latterly. It is an extract 
from a speech of Mr. John Young, who, L under- 
stand, is a highly respectable and prominent Whig 
member of the Assembly of the New York Legis- 
lature. ' 


The Clerk read the folfowing: 


* All recollect when a British armed foree from Canada 
invaded our shores, cut out and burnt a steamboat, and mui 
dered a citizen. I recollect it, and T recollect also the sen 
sation which ran through the community in which I live. f 
recollect well, as that feeling progressed through the State, 
that it seemed with us to embrace the entire West. I recol- 
lect that very well. Time passed along, and the person 
charged with that murder, in violation of our laws, was ar 
rested and held to trial. Do you recollect another thing, and 
how far public feeling sustained the then Governor in the 
course he pursued? TI recollect that all the influence of «all the 
public functionaries at Washington came down here at the cap- 
ital to suppress that trial. All the power of the General Gov- 
ernment was brought to bear on the Government of this State 
to prevent that trial. They were alarmed at the idea of in- 
curring the danger of a war with Great Britain. Do you rec- 
olleet—does the gentleman from Putyam, and does the gen- 
Ueman from St. Lawrence recollect—the high greund the 
Executive took on that occasion ?”’ 


Well, sir, I beg leave now to say a single word 
further. I think, with great respect and deference 
to Mr. Crittenden, that there must be some little 
error in his recollection of this case. He says that 
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he went on that mission; he says that he received 
instructions from the President, General Harrison; 
that he talked with General Harrison on the subject; 
that General Harrison sanctioned what was done. 
1 am aware that General Harrison was responsible 
for what was done—that General Harrison knew 
perfectly well what was done; but what I stated 
was, that Mr. Webster was, in respect of that mat- 
ter, de facto, President of the United States. Mr. 
Crittenden left here the 15th March, 1841; General 
Harrison was inaugurated on the 4th March, nine 
days only before; and General Harrison, in his 
Inaugural Address, delivered on the 4th March, 
BAYS: 

it is my intention to use every means in my power to 
preserve the friendly intercourse which now so happily ex 
ite with every foreign nation, and that, although, of course, 


yt well informed us toa the state of pending nevotiutions with 


y oflthem,’’ & 


Cieneral Harrison must, and I have no hesitation 

n stating 1t—IlI take it for granted, that he must 
have deferred largely to the advice and sugves- 
ns of his Secretary of State. I cannot help 
thinkine, therefore, what I said before, as to this 
matter being done by the Secretary of State. And 
there is nothing in that respect in which I ean be 
fairly contradicted, even as a matter of mistake. 
What 1 stated was upon the most responsible au- 
thority, upon no confidential communication, and 
l can hardly believe will be in any respect gainsaid 
by the eminent personage from whom I received 
and it was merely for the purpose of vindica- 
ting the truth of my assertions, it was for that pur- 


pose, ind that alone, that | went to the De partment 
of State, not as] 1 
anything there to do what has been called changing 
the Iwsue, 

With respect to the charges I] made on the 9th 
of this month, [repeat them. 1 say upon my re- 
sponsibility as a member of this body, and as an 
individual, that the charges I then made are not 
ouly facts, that they are not only the truth, but 
they are directly, easily susceptible of proof from 
the De partment of State, 

A gentleman inquired what were those charges? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. The charzes of Mr. Web- 
ster’s having taken into his possession the contin- 
fund, which was never done either 


before or since: 


ent service 
secondly, his having applied a 
portion of that fund to corrupt the party press; 
and thirdly, of his having left office indebted to 
that fund, and of his not beine able to settle that 
debt uaul nearly two years after he went out, and 
just before the present Administration came into 
All this is true. And I say further, as I 
hefore, that L know little, very little, of what 


more [| presume exists and can be proved ; he- 


power, 


cause, ever since | made that statement, [ have 

{ beth the propriety and policy of my 
ition to be a passive silence, and to leave the 
matter to take its own eourse, 

And now I say, in conclusion, that I shall not 
make any further movement on this subject; that 
it does not anpe ir to me, or the friends | have con- 

d, that lam the proper person to doit. After 
all that has passed, it is for others to say whether 


1 
any further movement shall be made, and what it 
shall be All | have to s iy 1s simply to reé peat the 


eharves that | have made . with the asseveration 


that they can be proved; and I think it is obvious, 


from the President’s response, that the proofs of 


these charges are attainable: and that, had I omit- 
ted in my resolutions the words “ the President's 
certificates,’’ the proofs would have been here be- 
fore now. It is not for me to call for them. I 
have done a very disagreeable duty—a duty, I as- 
sure the House, it was painful for me to perform; 
and all I need add ts, that the charges are true, and 
may be e isily proved, 

Mr. T. B. KING was understood to remark 
maitany member of this bedy who, for any pur- 
pose whatever, rose in this House to assail, in any 
form, the reputation of any man, but especially of 

ny citizen of the United States who had held the 

hest position, except two, in the gift of the peo- 

e or the Government of the United States, was 

ound to substantiate his charges, or clse they 
would recoil with redoubled force upon himself. 
When the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania 
nade these charges, which were now lying before 
him, on the 9th of February last, he confessed he 
Was very greatly surprised, for it had never enter- 
ed into his mind—he had never heard, among all 


the slanders of the day, that the Government of 


+] 


cng anything, not dreaming of 


the United States had, at any time, or in any man- 
ner, attempted to interfere with the progress of 
justice, or the execution of the laws of the State 
of New York. 

Mr. BURT rose to a point of order, and object- 
ed to the gentleman’s proceeding, on the ground of 
irrelevancy; but after some conversation, waived 
his objection, and 

Mr. KING proceeded. He was going on to 
say that in all the charges heretofore made, he had 
never, before the charges of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania of the 9th Febuary last, heard it 
intimated that there was any attempt on the part 
of the Administration of the General Government 
to interfere with the execution of the laws, or the 
course of justice in the State of New York, or that 
the Secretary of State at that time had acted any 
part unbecoming him as an officer of the Govern- 
ment, or done what was not strictly his duty to do. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania thought he 
had substantiated the charges made by him on the 
Sth of February last. With all due respect, he 
was forced to differ from the gentleman. He (Mr. 
K.) thought he should be sustained by the House 
and the country in his opinion, that he had not sub- 
stantiated any single item of the charges he then 
preferred, , 

The gentleman had declared in his remarks, 
which were personal to Mr. Webster, that Mr. 
Webster wrote a letter marked “ private,” and he 
believed the gentleman said he wrote as many as 
three letters in one day. 

Mr. INGERSOLL here made a remark, which 
was entirely lost to the reporter. 

Mr. KING (continuing.) They were all pub- 
lic letters exce pt one; and that 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON rose toa point of order, 
which, after considerable conversation, he placed 
in the following form: 

That the letter referred to by Mr. Kine, nora 
copy of that letter, not being a part of the message 
of the President, and therefore not before the 
House, it was not in order to discuss it. 
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The SPEAKER, referring to the difficulty of | 


drawing the precise limit to which the debate should 
be confined, and to the extent to which the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had been indulged, decided 
that the fact being referred to in the Message that 
no such letter was to be found in the Department 
of State, it formed a part of the subject-matter of 
the communication of the President, and might be 
discussed. 

Mr. HOUSTON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. WINTHROP required that the point of or- 
der should be reduced to writing. 

After some conversation, this was done, but it 
subsequently appearing that the point of order had 
been based on a misapprehension of the state of 
facts, no further proceedings took place in relation 
to it. 

Mr. KING (resuming) said he would like to ask 
the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, and 
every member of this House, in what particular 
the gentleman had substantiated the charges made 
by him on the 9th February, against the Secretary 
of State in 1841? The main body of the charge 
wus, that the Government of the United States had 
interfered with the administration of justice in New 
York. Where was the evidence to sustain this? 


Not the slightest particle had been brought for- | 


ward. 

The private letter addressed by Mr. Webster to 
the Governor of New York, (which was read by 
Mr. Webster in his reply to these charges in the 
Senate,) did not contain the slightest proof of any 
intention of any such interference. 

It afforded Mr. K. no pleasure, but very great 
pain, to have anything to say upon such a subject. 
sut the gentleman from Pennsylvania had brought 
it upon himself. He had failed to substantiate the 
charges first made, and without searcely alluding 
to them, he comes forward again, and brings other 
charges of a more grave and important nature; 
and these also he had failed to substantiate, but told 
them that they were true, and that the records 
which the President declined to communicate would 
prove them so. Mr. K. proceeded to argue the 
probability that the evidence would not have been 
withheld by the President had there been evidence 
in the department to sustain Mr. Iycersoiw’s 
charges. 

I am authorized to state (continued Mr. K.) 
that not one cent was disbursed out of that fund 


A pril 2 
April 20, 
without the written sanction or authority of ¢) 
President. 

That not one dollar was paid to any connexion 
or personal or political friend of the Secretary ; 
State. 

It appears that the sum of $4,500 was expended 
while Mr. W. was Secretary of State, out of the 
fund for foreign intercourse, m the years 184] and 
1842. : 

Very proper objects of this expenditure may 
easily imagined or suggested in those years, * 

In the year 1841 the whole northern frontier y 1S 
in a continual state of agitation, created by 4 
Patriot Society or Hunters’ Lodges, as they were 
called. These were secret political clubs, ‘orzan- 
ized and existing at various points, from Oodey, 
burgh up to Lake Huron. Their object was to 
make incursions and commit outrages in Canada 
and by this means to provoke retaliation and i 
carry on a border war. They are known to have 
gone the length even of arranging for an army, 1 
be called the army for the deliverance of Canada. 

It will be remembered that General Scott was 
sent to the frontier, and General Brady command- 
ed at Detroit. It was necessary to find out the 
purposes of these secret clubs. They were found 
out. Their constitution, organization, and commis- 
sions, all were found out, and the military authori- 
ties of the United States were kept advised of their 
movements and purposes. 

All this source of disorder and mischief was 
dried up and cut off by the extradition article of 
the treaty of Washington. 

A second source of expenditure to some small 
amount was found, no doubt, in the negotiation or 
the negotiations in respect to several subjects in 
1842. Confidential agents, it is understood and 
supposed, were sent to confer with the Governor 
of Maine, and other things were done, and neces- 
sarily done, which the public interest did not allow 
to be made known to other Governments. Publi- 
city here would be, of course, publicity every- 
where. : 

In the third place, it came to my knowledge 
and therefore I can now allude to it, without bein 


ie 
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particular, that, in 184] and 1842, what was con- 
sidered a very important service was performed 
and paid for out of this fund, by order of the 
President, in a matter much connected with the 
peace of one portion of the United States. And I 
was consulted confidentially, as a member of Con- 
gress from that portion of country. It is not pro- 
yer, perhaps, even now, to speak more particularly. 
But of one thing I am sure, that there are gentle- 
men in this House who voted for the resolution of 
the honorable member from Pennsylvania, who, 
if they had known what I knew, would sooner 
have put their heads into the fire than to have join- 
ed in any vote derogatory to the honor and char- 
acter of the able and distinguished Senator, who 
was at that time at the head of the State Depart- 
ment, in regard to the disbursements by him, un- 
der the orders of the President, out of any fund 
placed by law at the President’s disposal. 

There was nothing more common or more he- 
cessary, at times, in this Government and in all 
Governments, than to employ secret-service funds 
in the negotiation of treaties. 

Mr. K. referred to the statement by Mr. Apams 
in the previous debate, respecting the use of this 
fund during Mr. A.’s Administration, and yielded 
to Mr. A., who made an explanation on this su- 
ject, which (from his turning away) was enurely 
lost to the reporter, (but the purport of which may 
be inferred from Mr. K.’s subsequent remarks. ) 

Mr. KING (resuming) said it appeared from the 
explanation of the gentleman from ] Tassachusetts, 
that he did actually give authority to use the whove 
$30,000, but in fact that but $8,000 of it was used, 
upon his certificate, at the time, which was almost 
twice the amount ($4,480) expended under Mr. 
Tyler’s Administration; and of this it should be 
remarked $1,000 was expended after Mr. W ebster 
left the office of Secretary of State. This sum, he 
said, was used by President Tyler during the 
troubles on the northeastern boundary and the 
northern frontier, and his only astonishment was 
that a greater sum had not been found indispens@- 
bly necessary. 

‘Mr. K. proceeded at some leneth further to ar. 
gue, that as the accounts were settled, and could 
only be settled by the President’s certificate, the 
President, and not the Secretary, was responsible, 
and (if any one) should be arraigned. If this in- 
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it explained how the $100,000 appropriated in re- 
lation to Texas had been disposed of. He also 
repeated that, notwithstanding the authority of 
Mr. Young, of New York, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was mistaken, and that he had not 
produced the slightest scintillation of proof that 
this Government attempted to interfere with the 
administration of justice in New York. When 
Mr. Webster went out of office, Mr. K. said he 
ynderstood the fact to be that he settled his account 
py drawing a check for the balance that seemed to 
be against him, and when the vouchers came in 
for that amount, there was a certain amount placed 
to his credit, which was subsequently refunded. 

He contended that Mr. Crittenden, instead of 
sustaining Mr. Incersouw In his charges of inter- 
ference, directed the whole tenor of his remarks to 
show directly the reverse. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE (Mr. K. yielding) asked of 
the gentleman if Mr. Crittenden did not declare 
that he went to New York concerning the McLeod 
case, with written instructions in his pocket. 

Mr. KING resuming. Well, suppose he did; 
that showed no attempt at interference; and Mr. 
Crittenden directly stated that there was no inten- 
tion on the part of the Administration to interfere. 

Mr. K. concluded by repeating that Mr. Incer- 
sot. had failed to produce proofs to substantiate 
his charges. > 

The question now recurred on the original mo- 
tion of Mr. Jacos Tuompson, to lay on the table 
and print. q : 

Mr. HOUSTON moved the previous question 
on the motion to print; which was seconded. 

Mr. WINTHROP demanded the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question, which were order- 
ed, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Anderson, Atkinson, Bayly, Benton, Biggs, Janes Black, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, 
William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson 
Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, 
Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hoge, 
Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, Lawrence, 
Leake, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClel- 
land, MeClernand, McConnell, James McDowell, McKay, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, 
Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 

Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Thur- 
man, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, 


Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Yancey, Yell, and Yost 
—I114. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, 
tell, Blanchard, Milton Brown, John H. Campbell, John 
G. Chapman, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Dromgoole, Joon H. Ewing, Ed- 
win H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, 
Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Samuel D. 
Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R, Ingersoll, Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Me- 
Gaughey, McHenry, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, 
Pollock, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Schenck, Scaman, Seddon, Severance, Truman Smith, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, 
Tilden, Truinbo, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodruff, 
and Wright—63. 

So the main question was ordered. 

And, having been taken, the message and docu- 
ments were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THE NOTICE. 

Whilst Mr. C. J. Incersoit was speaking, 

A message was received from the Senate by A. 
Dickins, Esq., Secretary, informing the House that 
the Senate had disagreed to the amendment of the 
House to the amendment of the Senate to the joint 
resolution of the House, entitled ‘* Joint resolution 
of notice to Great Britain to annul and abrogate 
8 convention between Great Britain and the 

nited States, of August 6th, 1827, relative to the 
country on the northwest coast of America, west- 
ward of the Stony Mountains, commonly called 
Oregon.” 

_ When the message from the President of the 
United States had been disposed of— 

Mr. OWEN moved that the House proceed to 
the consideration of the said message from the 
Senate. 

Nw hich motion having been agreed to— 

he message was taken up and read. 


Mr. WENTWORTH demanded a call of the 


ouse, 


quiry were to be carried out, he would like to have 


Mr. OWEN moved that a committee of three 
be appointed on the part of this House to meet a 
Similar committee on the part of the Senate on the 
subject of disagreeing votes of the two houses. 

Mr. ROBERTS submitted that such a motion 
Was not in order at this time; and that the first 
motion that could be entertained must be a motion 
either to insist, or to adhere, or to recede. And he 
moved that this House insist on its amendment to 
the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN inquired of the Speaker 
whether the effect of a refusal to insist would be, 
ipso facto, an agreement of the resolutions to the 
Senate, or whether the question would afterwards 
come up on agreeing or not agreeing, and whether, 
after that, the House could ask a committee of con- 
ference. 

The SPEAKER (directing his attention first to 
the point of order raised by Mr. Ropers) directed 
the Clerk to read the first joint rule, which is in 
the following words: 

“In every case of an ainendimeut of a bill agreed to in one 
House, and dissented to in the other, if e:titer House siall 
request a conference, and appoint a committee ior that pur 
pose, and the other House s..a. also appoint a Committee to 
confer, such commitiees shail, at a convenient hour, to be 
agreed on by their chairmen, mect in the conference cham- 
ber, and state to each other, verbally Or in Writing, as either 
shail choose, the reasons 0: their respective Houses for and 
against the amendment, and couter freely ther on.”’ 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL inquired whether it was 
in order to move to appoint a committee of confer- 
ence until the House had determined whether it 
would insist or recede. 

The Speaker's reply, if any, was not heard on 
the left of the chair; but the decision is given fully 
hereafter. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON said, if he understood 
the mode in which the Chair would put the ques- 
tion, it would be that the House insist, and ask a 
committee of conference. ‘lhe committtee of con- 


ference followed immediately after a vote to insist. 


Mr. OWEN desired to say one word on the 
point of order, and proceeded to refer to the Man- 
ual; when 


Mr. GENTRY (recognised by the Speaker) said | 


he understood the pending question to be on the 
motion to insist. He desired to know whether a 


motion to amend that motion so as to recede would 


be in order. If so, he moved it. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to recede takes pre- 
cedence over a motion to insist. 

Mr. GENTRY. ‘Then I move to recede. 

The SPEAKER. 
der the rule, it would be irregular to ask a commit- 
tee of conference until the House shall have deci- 
ded either to recede or to insist. But the Chair 
states to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Roperts,| that the Manual itself, at one point, 
provides that a committee of conference may be 
appointed at any time. 

Mr. S.JONES. The Manual (page 190) holds 
this language: ** A conference may be asked be- 
‘fore the House asking it has come to a resolution 
‘of disagreement, insisting or adhering.”’ 

Mr. OWEN. And, in addition to that, the Man- 
ual says: ‘* This is the most reasonable and respect- 
ful proceeding.”’ 

Mr. S. JONES. I will read on—** In which case 
‘the papers are not left with the other conferees, 
‘but are brought back, to be the foundation of the 
‘vote tobe given. And this is the most reasonable 
‘and respectful proceeding.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the gentleman appeal 
from the decision of the Chair? If not, I object to 
debate. 

Mr. 8S. JONES. IL appeal; but I have read this 
extract from the Manual, in the hope that the 
Speaker will correct his decision without the neces- 
sity of persisting in the appeal. 

The SPEAKER. The joint rule which has been 
read, is, as a matter of course, the statute govern- 
ing the action of this House; and though the Chair 
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The Chair decides that, un- | 


is not prepared to say but that a committee might | 


be appointed, under certain circumstances, yet the 


Chair says that it would be irregular, and not ac- | 
3y reference to the Journals | 


cording to practice. 


of the last two Congresses, it will be seen that a | 
motion to insist, or to recede, has uniformly been | 


acted upon by the House before a committee of 
conference has been appointed. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired what the precise 
condition of the question before the House was? 

The SPEAKER stated it. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that a motion to recede 
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from the amendment of the House to the amend- 
ment of the Senate was certainly in order: but if 
that was voted down, (and, by-the-by, he hoped 
it would be,) it would then be in order to move to 
insist. If this House insisted, and the Senate sub- 
sequently insisted, then a motion for a committee 
of conference would be m order, to prevent the final 
loss of the resolutions. If both houses finally ad- 
hered to their respective amendments, then the res- 
olutions were lost. 

Hr. HARALSON desired to be informed by the 
Chair whether, if the House should not recede, and 
the resolutions should be transmitted to the Senate, 
and that body should adhere, the matter was not 
then at an end, or whether the House could then, 
should such be its sense, recede from its position ? 
He asked for information to govern bis vote. 

The SPEAKER said he would decide that ques- 
tion in its proper place. ‘There was now another 
question pending. 

Mr. HARALSON submitted that, as that ques- 
tion might determine his vote, he had a right to be 
informed in respect to it, in order that he might 
vote understandingly. 

Mr. RATHBUN again called attention to the 
first joint rule. 

Mr. TIBBATTS read it. He said that, accord- 
ing to the parliamentary law, the House could 
have asked a committee of conference. ‘The rule 
of the House took the place of the parliamentary 
law. By that rule the House had the power to 
ask such a committee before taking a vote, either 
on receding or insisting. a 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON. Did the Chair de- 
cide the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Owen] to be out of order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided, 
and has further decided that the motion to recede 
takes precedence of a motion to insist. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Is such a motion made ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. BAYLY. Is the motion pending? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is before the 
House. But the pending question is on the appeal 
taken by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Jones,| 
from the decision of the Chair. Gentlemen on one 
side desire that a committee of conference shal! 
be appointed before the question is taken, either on 
& motion to recede or a motion to insist. The 
Chair has decided that, according to the practice 
of the House, and under the first joint rule, a mo- 
tion to recede, or to insist, or to adhere, has uni- 
versally been made and acted upon before asking 
for a committee of conference. There is not one 
instance in the several years past, during which the 
Chair has examined the Journals, wherein a mo- 
tion for a committee of conference was made with- 
out a previous or concurrent motion either to insist, 
to recede, or to adhere. And the Chair is of opin- 
ion that it is necessary that the House should vote 
on one or the other of these motions before askirg 
a committee of conference. 
the Manual, these motions are placed in their reg- 
ular order; first, to recede; second, to insist; third, 
to adhere. And in this order they take precedence 
of each other. From this decision there is an ap- 


peal, and the question is, ‘* Shall the decision of 


the Chair stand as the judgment of the House ?”’ 

Mr. BLACK, remarking that this was a very 
important question, on which the House should 
not act without deliberation, moved that the House 
adjourn. 

But the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked that the first joint rule 
mizht again be read. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected, unless it was in 
order. 

The SPEAKER said the rule had already been 
read, and the question was on the appeal. 

The appeal was debated briefly by Messrs. S. 
JONES, McCLERNAND, and RATHBUN. 

Mr. RATHBUN demanded the previous ques- 
tion, and resisted an appeal by 

Mr. HOPKINS to withdraw it, that he (Mr. 
H.) might explain a misapprehension which, it 
seemed to him, existed as to the first rule. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded. 

And the main question (on the appeal) was or- 
dered, and, being taken, the House affirmed the de- 
cision of the chair. 

So the SPEAKER said: 

The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Gentry:] ‘* Will the House 
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recede from its amendment to the amendment of 


the Senate ?”’ 
Mr. BAYLY rose to make a few remarks. 


Some further discussion arose on incidental 


points of order, leading to no action, in which 
Messrs. TIBBATTS, ASHMUN, BAYLY, 
CHAPMAN, S. JONES, and the SPEAKER, 
varticipated, 

Mr. BAYLY (whose property the floor was) 
then said: I had desired, Mr. Speaker, to submit 
a few remarks; but friends around me, on this 
side, are anxious that there should be no debate. 
| therefore forego the strong inclination I have to 
address the House, and move the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the House adjourn. 

But the House again refused to adjourn, 

‘The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second, 

(nd the main questiou was ordered to be now 
tnken., 

‘The yeas and nays thereon were ordered, and, 
after some conversation on the effect of the vote 
on subsequent proceedings, were taken, and result- 
ed as follow 

YERAS—Mesare. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Stephen 
Adame, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Beil, 
James A. Black, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Burt, John H. 
Campbell, John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Ren 
ben Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Dar 
yan, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ew 
ing, Kdwin HI Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias 
B. Holmes, Teaae EB. Holmes, Hopkins, Edmund W. Hub 
ard, Samuel DD. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, 
Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Thomas B. King, Leake, 


Lewis, Ligon, MeCrate, MeGaughey, McHenry, Marsh, 
Miller, Moseley, Payne, Pendleton, Pollock, Julius Rock 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Rank, Sehenck, Seaman, 
Seddon, Severance, Simpson, Traman South, Albert Soth, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Strom, Tin 
bodeaux, Tilden. Tredway, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Win 
throp, Wood, Woodward, Wrgit, and Yancey—5. 
NAYS—Me Anderson, Benton, Biggs, James Black, 
Bowhn, Boyd, Brodhead, Witham G. Brown, Catheart, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Callom, Cummins, Cun 
ninguam, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, Faran, 
Fieklin, Poster, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, 
Haraleon, Harmanson, Hoge, Hough, George 8S. Houston, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
James TH. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, 
Lawrenee, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, Me 
Clernvand, MeC'onnell, James McDowell, McKay, John P. 


Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
Parrish, Pernll, Pettit, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, 
Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawver, Seammon, Leonard H. 
Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Starkweather, St. 
John, Strong, Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood 
ruil, Vell, and Yost—95. 

So the House decided that it would not recede 
from its amendment to the amendment of the 
Senate. 

Whereupon the question recurred on the motion 
of Mr. Ropers, to wit: 

‘*Will this House insist on its amendment to the 
amendment of the Senate ?” 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HARALSON (to the Speaker.) Is it in 
order now to ask for a committee of conference? 

The SPEAKER. The proceeding Is not regu- 
lar; although there is nothmg in the rule to pre- 
vent it at this time. 

Mr. HAR ALSON. I make the motion. 

After a brief conversation on a point of order, 

Mr. OWEN said, | modify my motion so as to 
insist, and to ask a committee of conference. 

The previous question was asked, and seconded, 
and the main question was ordered. 

Which main question was on insisting, and ask- 
ing a committee of conference. 

Mr. W. HUNT and Mr. COLLAMER de- 
manded a division of the question; which was or- 
dered, 

And some further conversation followed on points 


of order, in which Messrs. G. S. HOUSTON, W. 
HLUNT, TIBBATTS, and the SPEAKER, parti- | 


cipated, 


(nd the main question, * Will this House insist | 


on its amendment to the amendment of the Sen- 
ate??? was then taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Renton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Prodhead, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, 
Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dougiass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, 
Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Har- 
manson, Hoge, Hough, George 8. Houston, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H, Johnson, Joseph 
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Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, 
Kennedy, Preston King, Lawrence, La Sere, Levin, Lump- 
kin, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, James 
Mc Dowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Mor- 


ris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, || 


Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Saw- 
telle, Sawyer, Scammon, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Binith, Stanton, Sturkweather, St. John, Strong, 
Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Wentworth, 
r nena Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodrut!, Yell, and 

Ost vl. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, 
Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Blanchard, Brockenbrough, Milton 
Brown, Burt, John H. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Augus- 
tus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cocke, Coliamer, Cran- 
ston, Crozier, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dock- 
ery, Joon H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giles, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Etias 
Bb. Holmes, Hopkins, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Hunter, Joseph R. Inger- 
soll, Thomas B, King, Leake, Lewis, Ligon, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Moseley, Payne, Pendle- 
ton, Pollock, Julius Rockwell, Joun A. Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Simpson, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Siuith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Tilden, Tred- 
way, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodward, 
Wright, and Yancey—82. 

So the House determined that it would insist. 

The SPEAKER then declared the question to 
be, on the appointment of a committee of confer- 
ence; and announced the decision to be, that such 
a committee should be ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, who had addressed the 
Chair whilst the Speaker was in the act of announ- 
cing the decision, but had not yet announced it, 
rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late. 
cision had been announced. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that he had distinctly 
addressed the Chair betore the final result was an- 
nounced. He submitted that now that the House 
had decided to insist on its amendment, the proper 
time for the appointment of a committee of con- 
ference would be, when the answer to that deter- 
mination of the House came from the Senate. Such, 
he submitted, was the true parliamentary proceed- 
ing. 

‘The SPEAKER said this question of order came 
too late. The matter had passed from before the 
House. The House had voted affirmatively on 
the proposition for a committee of conference, and 
had now no question before it. 

‘The question of fact as to time became a matter 
of some animated conversation, in which Messrs. 
DROMGOOLE, R.CHAPMAN,A.JOHNSON, 
and MeCLERNAND participated; when 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the committee had been ordered. 

Mr. ROBERTS inquired, as a point of order, 
whether the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Cuap- 
MAN] had voted with the majority? But, as a prior 
proceeding to the settlement of this question, he 
moved that the House adjourn. 

But the House would not adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion to 
reconsider, 

Mr. RATHBUN demanded the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and the main question 
(on the reconsideration) was ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN was now understood to recur to 
the question of the competency of Mr. R. Cuap- 
MAN to move the reconsideration, on the ground of 
his not having voted in the majority, or at all. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. There was no division. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman did not vote 
at all, he is considered as voting with the majority. 
Such has been the uniform construction. 

Tellers were ordered on the main question, and 
Messrs. Asumun and DovGLass were appointed. 

The count was taken. 

The tellers could not agree as to the result. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said, there was so much con- 
fusion, that the tellers could not say precisely what 
the vote was; but he thought it was a tie. He did 
not, however, speak positively. 

A second count was ordered, and the vote was 
declared to be—ayes 89, noes 62. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question then again recurred on the appoint- 
ment of a committee of conference. 

And, pending this motion, 

The House adjourned. 


The de- 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, April 21, 1846. 


As soon as the Journal was read, 
The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives: 


7 
April 21, 
_ Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives 
insist on their amendment to the amendment of the 
| Senate to the joint resolution of notice to Gre 





Britain to annul and abrogate the convention 
tween Great Britain and the United States, of the 
6th of August, 1827, relative to the country on the 
northwest coast of America, westward of the Rocky 
Mountains. They ask a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses, and have ap. 
wointed Mr. C. J. Incersott, Mr. Owen, and 
ir. Hittiarp, managers to conduct the said ev)- 
ference on their part. 

The Senate having agreed to take up the mes- 
sage for consideration, 

Mr. ALLEN then said: If it be in order—anq 
I am not certain whether it be or not, the House 
having appointed a committee of conference with 
this body—I move that the Senate recede. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator move 
that the Senate recede from its own amendment 
or from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives ? 

| Mr. ALLEN said his motion was to recede 
from the Senate’s disagreement to the amend- 
|; ment of the House, if that motion was in ord: 

The PRESIDENT. 
the question? 

The yeas and nays were called for; but before 
the call was seconded, 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired, Has the Chair pro- 
nounced the motion to be in order? 

Mr. MANGUM then rose before the Chair re- 
plied, and said: The Senate is not now full, and | 
think all will agree that it is very desirable that 

(on this subject a full expression of its opinion 
should be given. I suppose the motion to be quit 
in order; but IT hope that the mover will consent 
that it lie over for some time. I move, therefor 
that the further consideration of the motion of t) 
honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Auiex] be 
postponed till one o’clock. 1 hope the Senator will 

assent. 

Mr. ALLEN. I understand the desire express- 


ed by the Senator from North Carolina is, that this 
/motion be postponed till one o’clock to-day, | 
| have no objection to that. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 

| postpone till one o’clock; and it was unanimously 
agreed to, 

Mr. HAYWOOD rose and said, that there 
seemed to be some irregularity in this proceeding. 
The first motion, as it appeared to him, should be 
a motion to 

Mr. SEVIER here interrupted the Senator, 
suggesting that there was no question before the 
Senate, and that the remarks of the Senator were 
not in order. 

Mr. HAYWOOD yielded, expressing his grati- 
fication to learn that there was some respect paid 
to order. 


Is the Senate ready for 


’ 





PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of Sam 
uel W. Bell, praying compensation for his services 
in aiding in the negotiation of a treaty with the 
Seminole Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. : , 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of 
sachems, chiefs, and warriors of the ‘TTonawanta 
band of the Seneca Indians, praying to be exempt- 
ed from the operation of the treaties of 1838 and 
1842, between the United States and the Seneca 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. =i : 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition 0! 
Isaac Davenport, representative of Joseph Daven- 
port, deceased, a revolutionary soldier, praying * 

ension; which was referred to the Committee 01! 
Dassen. i= 

Mr. F. also presented a remonstrance of citizens 
of Danville, ies against the discontinuance 0! 
the bounties allowed to vessels engaged in the cod 
fisheries; which was laid on the table. __ . 

Mr. DIX presented a memorial of citizens 0! 
New York, praying the adoption of measures for 
enforcing the rights of American vessels trading 

_with the port of Buenos Ayres, against tle block- 
ade of that port by the British and French forces; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreig 
| Relations. : 
Mr. CORWIN presented a remonstrance 0! 


‘| citizens of Ohio, against the renewal of Jethro 


| Wood’s patent; which was laid on the table. 
Mr. BENTON presented two petitions of officers 
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of the army, praying the establishment of a mili- 
tary asylum for the support of invalid soldiers of 
the army of the United States; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial numer- 
ously signed by citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
an alteration of the naturalization laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 
resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate such information, 
not heretofore communicated, relative to the char- 
acter and actual condition of the mineral regions in 
the Lake Superior country, within the State of 
Michigan and the ‘Territory of Wisconsin, as may 
remain in the ‘Treasury Department, and especially 
the reports supposed to have been recently made 
to the General Land Office of the mineral surveys 
undertaken by the late Dr. Houghton. 

Mr. W. also submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War cause 
such information, not heretofore communicated, 
relative to the condition of the mineral regions in 
the Lake Superior country, relative to the progress 
made by individuals, or associate companies of In- 
dividual adventurers, in opening and working the 
copper or other mines there, and especially the 
report or reports of any agent or agents employed 
by the War Department in those regions, if any 
such have been made to the said Department, not 
heretofore communicated to the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; Which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit to the Senate the proceedings of the 
courtof inquiry, of which Brigadier General Wool 
was president, lately held at Springfield, (Massa- 
chusetts,) to inquire into certain charges against 
J. W. Ripley, superintendent of the armory at 
that place, together with the testimony and proof 
taken by said court. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill for the relief 
of Abraham B. Fanning, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Kdward Bolen, of Florida; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

THE TARIFF. 
Mr. DIX moved to postpone the prior orders, 


THE C 


and that the Senate take up the bill to amend an | 


act entitled ** An act to provide revenue from im- 
‘ports, and to change and modify existing laws 
‘imposing duties on imports, aud for other pur- 
poses;”? which motion was agreed to; and the 
bill being considered as in committee of the whole, 
Mr. D. stated that he would be under the neces- 
sity of leaving the city on the 28th of the present 
ionth fora few days, and it was probable that 
the bill might be reached in its regular order on 
the calendar before his return. Being desirous of 
being present when the bill was taken up, he 
moved that it be made the special order of the day 
for Monday, the Lith of May; which motion was 
agreed to. 
_Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, pursuant to no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to imtroduce a bill 
to confirm to the heirs and legal representatives of 
Pierre Dufresne, the title to a certain tract of land; 
Which was read a first’ and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. MOREHEAD moved to postpone the prior 
orders of the day, in order to take up the bill for 
the relief of John P. Skinner, and the legal repre- 
sentatives of Isaac Greene; which was agreed to. 

Ihe bill was taken up, read a second time, and 
considered in committee of the whole. 


Mr. SEVIER called for the reading of the report | 


: ej committee reporting the bill, which was or- 
dered; 


thereto between Senators PHELPS and NILES, 
the bill was laid on the table for the present by 
unanimous consent. 
THE MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
The hour of one o’clock having arrived, 


; and after some conversation in relation | 





Mr. ALLEN rose and moved that the Senate 
now proceed to take up the message from the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. HAYWOOD then said, that when called to 
order, he was about to submit to the Senate that 
the quesuon, which was properly before it, was, 
whether it would grant its consent to the appoint- 
ment of a committee of conference with that ap- 
pointed by the House. A committee of confer- 
ence was a committee raised under the joint rules 
by the concurrent action of the two bodies; and a 
proposition to refer a question to that committee 
was a motion to refer the main subject, and a mo- 
tion to refer had precedence of the settlement of the 
main question. ‘That, therefore, was the only mo- 
tion then in order, unless it was the intention of 
the Senator from Ohio to refuse to concur in the 
proposition of the House of Representatives for a 
committee of conference, and to proceed at once to 
dispose of the question. He (Mr. H.) did not 
suppose that that was the intention of the Senator. 
He submitted the question to the decision of the 
Chair. Considerations of politeness and courtesy, 
it seemed to him, were alone sufficient to induce 
the Senate to give precedence to the motion to 
raise a committee of conference. If the Senate en- 
tertained a proposition to recede, it would be equal- 
ly in order to entertain a proposition to insist, and 
then to adhere, thus completely overriding the mes- 
sage of the other House as to the conference. 
‘Vhey would thus have decided the question as to 
which they disagreed before the conference had 
taken place. He submitted to the Chair whether 
the appointment of a committee of conference was 
not first in order. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked, that it seemed to him 
that the question made by him had precedence of 
that submitted by the Senator from North Caroli- 
na. He (Mr. A.) had made a mouon which re- 
lated solely to their own action. If the Senate re- 
ceded from what it had done, then the House had 
no difference with it, and of course there was noth- 
ing on which to appoint a committee of conference. 
‘The motion to recede, therefore, in the natural or- 


der of things, appeared to be the proper one. If 


the Senate refused to recede, then would arise the 
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case in which it would be proper to consider , 


whether or not a committee of conference should 
be appointed. But the question now was upon his 
(Mr. A.’s) motion whether the Senate would agree 
to undo the thing which it had done, and by doing 
which the difference between the two Houses had 
originated. If the Senate should recede, the dif- 
ference would be at once ended, and no committee 
could be necessary. If the Senate refused to re- 
cede, then, and then alone, would the question of 
appointing a committtee necessarily and properly 
arise. He submitted, then, without at all pretend- 
ing to be deeply skilled in the knowledge of the 
rules on this subject, whether the view he had 
presented was not the common-sense view, if he 
might be allowed so to designate it? 

Mr. HAYWOOD replied that he did not feel any 
particular interest in the matter. A proposition for 
a conference was a motion to refer a disputed ques- 
tion between the two Houses to acommittee of con- 
ference; and a motion to refer had expressly, by 
the rules, always precedence of the main question. 


It was proposed, however, that they should decide | 


the main question first, and then settle the other; 
foralthough, as the Senator from Ohio well remark- 
ed, if the Senate receded there would be nothing to 
refer, yet how much would there be to confer about 
in the spirit of concession and settlement afier the 
Senate by a deliberate vote had refused to recede? 
How much better would their conferees be off, 
with the exception that they went to the conference 
with the solemn vote of the body refusing to recede; 
and then when they came back, supposing that they 
moved, as the result of their conference, a recession, 


_ how absurd, when the question had been previously 


decided, and the motion would be accordingly out 
of order? As he had observed, however, he had 


3 


no particular interest in the matter one way or the | 


other, but submitted it to the Vice President. 


Mr. ALLEN had but one remark to offer. If the , 


Senate refused to recede, and appointed a committee 
of conference, they would do exactly what the 
House had done—that is, they would declare their 


determination to stand by their own act, and then | 


to appeal to a sort of intermediatory tribunal for the 


settlement of the question between the two Houses. | 


Now, he (Mr.A.) answered the Senator from North 
Carolina by saying, that after the Senate refused to 


| consequence, 
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recede, they would have done precisely what the 
House had done when they refused to coneur; but 
the House did another thing after that—they ap- 
pointed a committee. Very well. Then it would 
be in order for the Senate to appoint a committee, 
and the two Houses would oscupy precisely sim- 
ilar grounds; and the two committees occupy pre- 
cisely the same position. That was all. ty was 
about to say that another degree might be attained ; 
that the House of Representatives might take an- 
other step, but they could not; having a pointed a 
committee, there was a final action of that body. 
If the Senate refused to recede, and appointed a 
committee, that put an end to the controversy so 
far as the two Houses were concerne d, until the re- 
sult of the meeting of the committees should be 
known. Inthat case, the Senate, as he had already 
remarked, would do precisely what the House did 
—it would take another vote on the question of 
standing by what it had done before the appoint- 
ment of a committee. 

Mr. CALHOUN did not regard the question of 
order that had been raised as a matter of much 
If the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio prevailed, it would be exactly reversing the 
vote given yesterday; and from the large majority 
then, that was a result not very likely to happen, as 
it would be tantamount to a reconsideration. As to 
the mere point of order, he regarded the view of 
the Senator from North Carolina {[Mr. Haywoop] 
as the correct one. The motion for reference was 
a privileged question, and overruled any other. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN inquired if the result of the 
motion that had been made be not to recede, would 
the subject stil remain before the Senate for a 
further affirmative question for ‘* insisting’? or 
** adhering :”’ 


or was the motion now made equiv- 
alent to one or other of these questions ? 

[Several Senators. “It is not.?*] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, then, in that 
shape the subject remains with us for ** insisting”’ 
or ** adhering.”’ 

[Several Senators. ‘ Certainly.’’| 

The PRESIDENT said it was the opinion of 
the Chair that a vote not to recede turned the Sen- 
ate back upon the proposition of the House for a 
conference. He stated further that he did not 
think the message from the House was equivalent 
toa motion for the appointment of a committee 
onthe part of the Senate, but that such motion 
must be made separately, in its order. The mo- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio was, therefore, first 
in order—that the Senate recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 

Mr. MANGUM asked for the yeas and nays; 
and the call being seconded, they were ordered. 

On being taken, the yeas and nays resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Megars. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Houston, Jenness, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, 
vier, and Turney—20. 

NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, T. 
Ciayton, J. M, Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, 
Evans, Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Speight, 
Upham, Webster, Westcott, Woodbridge, aud Yulee—31. 


Re- 


So the motion to recede was lost. 


Mr. HAYWOOD then moved that the Senate 
proceed to the appointment of a committee of con- 
ference. 

Mr. MANGUM suggested that the motion be 


amended by intimating the number of the members 


| of the committee—three. 


The amendment being accepted by Mr. HAY- 
WOOD, the question was put, and the motion was 
unanimously agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate then 

roceeded to elect the members of the committee 
py ballot. And the result was as follows: 


| Mr. Berrien.........30 Mr. Atchison....... 3 


Mr. Haywood......29 Mr. Benton......... 
Mr. Corwin.........30 Mr. J. M. Clayton... 
Mr. Altai .3.0¢- ic 201d Mr. Hogettn <ic -< +s 


| Mr. Crittenden...... 6 Mr. Pennybacker.... 


Mr. Sevier........-. 4 Mr. Turney........ 
Mr. Semple......... 4 Mr. Calhoun........ 
Mr. Dix... c...ccecee 4 Mr. Bright ....02.26 1 


So Messrs. Berrien, Corwin, and Haywoop, 
were declared to be elected, and the President an- 
nounced that they constituted the committee of 
conference with that of the other House. 


3 

3 

2 

| Mr. Cass..........-14 Mr. Colquitt........ 1 
] 

1 

1 
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JURISDICTION OVER OREGON. 


The bill (from the House of Representatives) to 
extend the jurisdiction of the United States over 
the American citizens in Oregon, and for other 
purposes, was read a second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 


Mr. DIX moved that the (House) bill for the 
relief of Charles W. Bingley, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, be recommitted to the Committee on 


Commerce; which motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate 
went into Executive session; and, after some time 
spent therein, the doors were opened; when 

Mr. BREESE moved to reconsider the vote re- 
ferring the bill to protect the rights of American 
citizens in Oregon to the Committee on Territories, 
in order to refer it to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. E 

‘The motion to reconsider was disagreed to, and 
then 

The Senau adjour ned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, lpril 21, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read. 
Mr. BARKLEY MARTIN rose to move acor- 
It was, he said, a matter of no import- 
ance; but he was represented as having moved the 
Lie had not the honor to do 
so, althoueh he tried to obtain the floor for the pur- 
OBC, 

‘The Journal was corrected accordingly. 

Mr. BAYLY said he understood he was repre- 
sented on the Journal as having moved the pre- 
vious question, ** after debate.’’ If such was the 
statement, it was Incorrect, because he had posses- 
sion of the floor, and had distinctly announced his 
intention to forego the desire he had to speak, in 
compliance with a request on the part of friends 
near him. 

‘The Journal was corrected accordingly; and was 
then approved. 


DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 


rection 


previous question. 


A message was received from the Senate by A. 
Dickins, Esq., Secretary, informing the House that 
the Senate had passed the bill making appropria- 
tion for certain deficiencies in appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1846, with 
amendments, in which the Senate asked the con- 
currence of this House. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, submitted on leave, 
the bill and amendments were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


THE SMITHSONIAN BEQUEST. 


' The SPEAKER said that the special order of 
the day was the bill in relation to the Smithsonian 
bequest. 

On motion of Mr. OWEN, the consideration of 


the special order was postponed untl to-morrow. 
THE 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be, the motion pending at the adjournment 
last evening, that a committee of conference on the 
part of this House be appointed on the subject of 
the disarreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
joint resolution of notice, 

Mr. BIGGS demanded the previous question; 
and, by ayes 81, noes 44, the demand was second- 
ed, 

(nd the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; 
and, (after some conversation on a point of order 
between Mr. 8S. JONES and the Chair,) being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

YER AS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, 
Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockeubrough, Brodhead, Buri, 
Catheari, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, 
Cinpnan, Cobb, Collin, Caullom, Cummins, Cunningham, 
Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, Delano, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dunlap, Erdman, Garvin, Giles, 
Goodyear, Gordoa, Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Har 
al-on, Harmanson, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, 
Georse S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Wa-h 
ingion Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James I. 
Jonnson, Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, 
Preston King, Lawrence, La Sere, Levin, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
MeCileiland, MeConnell, James McDowell, McHenry, Mcli- 
vaine, MeKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, 
Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perril, Pettit, Phelps, Pollock, 


Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rock 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 


DISAGREEING VOTES. 


Schenck, Seddon, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 


Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thomasson, Jacob 
Thompson, Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, Tilden, Tredway, Trumbo, 
Wheaton, White, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, Yancey, Yell, and Yost—126. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Milton Brown, 
William G. Brown, Willian W. Campbell, John H. Camp- 
bell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Cranston, 
Crozier, Dixon, Dockery, Douglass, Join H. Ewing, Ficklin, 
Foot, Gentry, Grider, Grinnell, Harper, Herrick, Hoge, Sam- 
uel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Andrew John- 
son, Kennedy, Thomas B. King, Leake, Lewis, McCler- 
nand, McGaughey, Marsh, John P. Martin, Moseley, Pen- 
dieton, Seaman, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stephens, Thibodeaux, Vinton, Wentworth, Winthrop, and 
Wright—49. 


So the committee of conference was ordered to 


be appointed, 
Before the vote was announced— 





Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and said, ** Mr. | 


Speaker.” 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman within 
the bar when his name was called ? 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. I was not; but I 
desire to say thatif I had been, I would have voted 
for a committee of conference. 


Mr. E. H. EWING. And I desire to say that 


if I had been within the bar, | should have voted 


against a committee of conference. 
The SPEAKER announced the following mem- 
bers as composing the committee of conference: 
Mr. C. f. Incersott, Mr. Owen, and Mr. 
Hin.iarp. 


THE SECRET-SERVICE FUND. 

Mr. BAYLY rose to inquire of the Chair 
whether a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the papers transmitted from the President yester- 
day had been laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed was a debatable motion ? 


The SPEAKER said it was not, because the | 


motion to lay on the table was not debatable. 

Mr. BAYLY said his reason for making the 
inquiry was, that he was desirous, if possible, to 
cut off debate upon the motion, submitted yes- 
terday, to lay on the table and print the message 
and correspondence in relation to the secret-service 
fund. 

The SPEAKER said he thought the motion to 
reconsider would not be debatable. 


THE INDIAN TRIBES IN OREGON, 

On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. G.S. Houston, of 
Alabama, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes in the territory of Oregon, 
and to preserve peace and cultivate friendship with 
and among the said Indians. 

Mr. SEDDON held the floor from yesterday, on 
a motion which he was then understood to submit 
to strike out the 6th section, and which motion 
the Chairman now decided to be the pending ques- 
tion. [The bill will be found in yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings. | 

Mr. 8. rose, but yielded for a moment to 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, who moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Insert at the end of the 12th line the words, 
‘and deliver the same over to the proper authori- 
ties, to be dealt with according to law.” 

Mr. SEDDON resumed the floor, and addressed 
the committee during the greater portion of the 
hour. ‘The general points of his argument may 
be stated as follows: it was not his intention (he 
said) to award to the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. Jacop Tuompsoy| the priority in point of 
uume in the amendment which he had offered. 

Mr. JACOB 'THOMPSON said he did not wish 
to claim it. 

Mr. SEDDON continued. The amendment of 
that gentleman by no means covered all the objec- 
tionable provisions of the bill, or accomplished all 
the purposes contemplated by the amendment he 
himself proposed now to offer. 

‘he amendment was read for information. 

Surike out all after ‘* other person” in the seventh 
line and insert as follows: 

** Acknowledging allegiance or owing obedience 
‘to the Government of the United States, who 
shall commit any overt act in contravention or 
infraction of any treaty of the United States, or 
who shall disturb the peace of the United States 
or of said Indian tribes, and have such citizen or 
other person brought before him; and if, upon 
* inquiry and full investigation, the superintendent 


- 


7 


- 


. 
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_ had an opportunity to complete the represe; 





‘ shall be satisfied of the guilt of such offender, jp 
‘ shall cause him to be delivered over to the pr oes 
‘ officer of the nearest court of record of the 
‘ted States, having criminal jurisdiction in the 
‘ Indian country, for trial before that court: 
‘such offender, if regularly convicted upon 
‘sentment or indictment duly found after ty; 
‘jury, shall be punished as for a misdemeay,,. 
* Provided, however, That the party accused sha) 
‘on such investigation before said superintendey,’ 
‘ have the privilege of confronting his accusers and 
‘ summoning and examining witnesses: 4nd pro- 
‘vided further, That the superintendent shall, j» 
‘every case, report forthwith a full account of the 
‘facts and his proceedings to the Secretary o¢ 
‘ War.”’ gs 
Mr. 8S. then continued. It would have heen 
gratifying to his feelings (he said) if he could haye 


Oper 
Una 
Said 
and 
pre - 
al by 


m ; : tation 
of the views which he had ona former day in part 


expressed on this general subject. But he was 
aware that any connexion between the two bills 
would be somewhat forced and unnatural; and je 
would not, therefore, indulge in any such latityds 
of debate. His purpose was briefly to address his 
observations to the bill before the committee, and 
especially to the sixth section, as one of its mos; 
objectionable features. 'To the general principle of 
the bill he was not opposed; but many of its pro- 
visions seemed to him to be very exceptionable, 

The general object of the bill was to establish a 
superintendency and agencies of Indian affairs wes: 
of the Rocky Mountains; to clothe them with power 
to pearas meets and cultivate friendly relations 
with the Indians, in order to accomplish the pur- 
poses of public policy which we desired to effect | 
that region. The bill further provided for certain 
gratuities and favors to the Indians, by way of cou- 
ciliating their friendship and obtaining an influence 
amongst them. 

He thought that the United States had hither 
neglected too much this subject of Indian relations 


| west of the Rocky Mountains. It would have been 


better if in time past measures had been adopted 
to render these lodae friendly to our settlers. 
Many of the difficulties experienced by our citizens 
who went to trade in that region had been the re- 
sult of jealousy on the part of the Indians, and of 
the powerful monopoly of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, which had had the wisdom to see the im- 
portance of securing an influence and obtaining 
permanent control over these tribes, and had made 
use of all means requisite to the attainment of that 
end, 

If it would have been wise in us to adopt these 
measures some time since, it was still more clearly 
the part of wisdom to adopt them now, when that 
country was about to be permanently settled and 
occupied by our own emigrants, who had gone to 
make their homes there. We were called upon by 
considerations of national honor to take measures 
to protect these emigrants; and prominent among 
these measures, was that which provided for the 
maintenance of amicable relations with the Indians, 
and for obtaining an influence and control over 
them. Against the general purposes of the bill, 
therefore, he had no complaint to make; but he 
must be permitted to say, that, in shaping their 
legislation for the accomplishment of these great 
ends, they should observe certain general princi- 
ples, which they should be scrupulously careful not 
to invade or disregard. Looking to the remote- 
ness of this region of country, and to the impossi- 
bility of foreseeing all the contingencies and exi- 
gencies which might arise there, it was Impract- 
cable to provide for all cases by special legisla- 
tion. It was due to candor to say that it was 
necessary to give to the agents who might be 
selected a large discretion. But the very fact that 


| it was indispensably necessary, from the circun 


stances of the case and the character of the couti- 
try, to delegate this discretion, rendered it doubly 
incumbent upon Congress not to confer greate! 
power than was absolutely required. _ It was con 
trary to the spirit of our institutions; it was repug- 
nant to the fundamental principles of liberty itse!', 
to confer wide and extended discretionary powe', 
to be exercised at the will and pleasure of any ex- 
ecutive officer. Such powers, if conferred at all, 
must necessarily be left to the discretion of the 


| executive agent; and that fact furnished one of the 


i . | 
most conclusive reasons why the powel should 
not exceed by one iota that which was indispel- 
sable to the object to be attained. 
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